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Do you know someone who makes a
difference in your community?

The Citizen of the Year Awards are proudly presented by the Australia
Day Council of South Australia in partnership with the Coorong District
Council.

Nominations are now open and close at 5pm on Wednesday 28
October 2026. The Awards acknowledge the unsung heroes of our
community who through their contributions make our district a better
place. These individuals and organisations offer outstanding service
each day and enable our communities to be stronger as a result of
their tireless efforts. 

Their noteworthy contribution may have occurred during the current
year and/or they may have given outstanding service over a number
of years, to a local community over and above normal employment
duties.

Outstanding contribution and community service includes areas such
as; education, health, fundraising, charitable and voluntary services,
business, sport, arts, the environment, or any other area that
contributes to the advancement and wellbeing of a community.

Nominate someone who makes a real difference in your community
and give them the opportunity to be celebrated and recognised for
their important contribution.

Award Categories Open to Nomination

Citizen of the Year
This award is presented to individuals who operate within our
community and inspire us through their achievements.They may be
someone making an extraordinary contribution to the community and
may be recognised for their outstanding service over a number of
years. For example: a teacher, a friend or a neighbour who has
somehow made a difference to the lives of those people who live,
work, play or study in our community. 

To be eligible, the person must be an Australian Citizen.
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Young Citizen of the Year

This award is presented to young emerging leaders who operate
within our community and inspire us through their achievements. They
may be a work colleague, a friend or a neighbour who has somehow
made a difference to the lives of those people who live, work, play or
study in our community. 

To be eligible, the person must be an Australian Citizen aged over 16
years and under 30 years of age on January 26, 2027.

Community Event of the Year

This award is presented to an individual or group responsible for
staging the district’s most outstanding community event of the year.
This event will have had a positive impact on members of our
community and as a result, will have made our district a better place
to live, work, play, study and/or visit.

To be eligible, the person or group must be Australian Citizens.

Procedure
Nominate someone who makes a real difference in your community
by filling out this nomination form and give them the opportunity to
be rewarded and recognised for their important contribution.
Successful recipients will be presented with their awards at a
ceremony scheduled within the council area on or within a couple
days either side of Australia Day 2027.

Community Project of the Year

This award is presented to the individual or group responsible for the
district’s most outstanding community project(s) of the year. This
project(s) will have had a positive impact on members of our
community and/or environment and as a result will have made our
district a better place to live, work, play, study and/or visit.

To be eligible, the person or group must be Australian Citizens.

Please see the separate Citizen and Young Citizen of the Year
nomination form if you would like to nominate someone for the
above two categories:
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Eligibility criteria

Nominees must be Australian citizens. 
Awards will not be granted posthumously 
Self-nominations will not be accepted. 
Nominees must be at least 16 years of age in the year of the award
presentation
Nominees for the category of Young Citizen of the Year must be 30
years of age or less on 26 January in the year of the award
presentation. 
Sitting state and federal politicians, current vice-regal officers and
elected members of Council are not eligible. 
Retired politicians, elected members and vice-regal officers will be
considered for work undertaken in addition to their official duties. 
Unsuccessful nominees may be re-nominated in subsequent years. 

Councils may choose to re-submit nominations that do not receive
an award for future consideration in subsequent years of the
program.

Groups of people, organisations or couples will not normally be eligible
for Citizen of the Year and Young Citizen of the Year, though in
exceptional cases the selection panel reserves the right to consider
such nominations. 
Both Individuals, Organisations and groups of people should be
considered for the Community Project(s) or Community Event of the
Year as this recognises the organising body or committee responsible
for the event. 
Absolutely NO weight is given to the number of times a person or
organisation is nominated. 
Previous recipients of award categories may receive the award in the
future, however the work that this person or organisation made in
receiving the original award may not be considered.

NOMINATIONS CLOSE:

WEDNESDAY, 28 OCTOBER 2026 AT 5PM.

No further nominations will be accepted after the submission
deadline.
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Other Award Categories

Mayor’s Award
The Mayor’s Award recognises a community member, project, or
event that has made an outstanding contribution to the community
over many years and is likely to continue making a positive impact in
the future.

The Mayor’s Award is selected by the Mayor and Coorong District
Council’s Elected Members, so nominations are not required.

Current and former Council employees, elected members, and
mayors are eligible for consideration where their contribution has
gone beyond their official role and responsibilities.

As this is a special recognition awarded at the Mayor’s discretion, it
may not be presented every year.

Mayor’s Award eligibility criteria
Recognises a community member, project or event that has made
a significant contribution to their community over an extended
period of time & shows potential for the future. 
Awards within this category are granted at the discretion of the
Coorong District Council. 
Nominees for this category are automatically considered if
nominated as either a Young Citizen or Citizen of the Year.
Members of the community who have not been nominated as
Young Citizen or Citizen of the Year may also be considered. 
The Mayor’s Award is also open to current or past employees,
former elected members and former mayors of the Coorong
District Council and will be considered for work undertaken in
addition to their official duties, provided they are nominated in
the categories listed above. 
The Mayor grants this award at their discretion, it may not be
presented every year.
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Event or Project Contact Person
Please provide the name of the event/project organiser or the name of a
contact person representing the group/organisation who delivered the event
or project(s):

Name:

Organisation:

Postion:

Postal Address:

Email:

Phone:

Please indicate which category your nomination is for:

Community Event of the Year Award:
Presented to the person/group who has staged the most outstanding
community event during the year.

Community Project(s) of the Year Award:
Presented to the person/group who has staged the most outstanding
community project(s) during the year.

Details of community event/project(s) being nominated

Name of event or
project(s):

When was it held /
developed:

Where is the event
/ project:

Nomination form:
Page 1 of 6
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Q1. Reason for nomination: Who was the event/project(s) intended
audience and what was its objective? 

Q2. How did the event/project(s) achieve its objectives?

Nomination form:
Page 2 of 6
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Q3. How did the event or project(s) make a positive impact on its
intended audience or contribute to the community?

Q5. Did the event/project(s) have any other positive impacts for the
community that it did not necessarily aim to achieve?

Q4. How many people attended or benefited from the community
event/project(s)?

Nomination form:
Page 3 of 6
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Q6. Has the project or event’s contribution been recognised 
elsewhere? e.g. in local papers, received other awards etc.

Q8. Is the event/project(s) likely to be repeated?

Q7. Did this project or event achieve any of the following outcomes as
an advantage:

Improved Health And Wellbeing Greater Community Safety

Increased Social Connections Environmental or Sustainability

Strengthening Community Development

Nomination form:
Page 4 of 6



Nominator Contact Details

Name:

Phone:

Organisation (if
li bl )

Postal Address:

Email:

Nominator is happy to
provide and read a

citation at the award
ceremony?

Yes No

Nominator is happy to
work with their local

community group to host
the award ceremony?

Yes No

Name of host Community
group or organisation:
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Need more space? 

Additional supporting material may be attached – maximum five A4 pages,
minimum font size 12 point.

Examples can include photos, media releases and advertising or marketing.

Nomination form:
Page 5 of 6

Nominator (your details)
Please provide your details so we can advise you of the outcome of your
nomination.

If my nomination is successful, I will be available to attend the 2027 Citizen of the

Year event and read a citation for the award recipient.

Signature: ___________________________________         Date:  _____  /  _____  /  2026



Referee 1

Name:

Phone:

Postal Address:

Email:

What is the referee’s
relationship to the

nominee?

What can the referee
comment on?

Referee 2

Name:

Phone:

Postal Address:

Email:

What is the referee’s
relationship to the

nominee?

What can the referee
comment on?
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REFEREES
Written references are helpful and one or two may be attached to the
application. You may also give details of one or two referees whom the selection
panel may contact if it wishes to find out any additional information. 

Should your nomination be successful you may want to work with your referees to
help write a citation to be read at the award ceremony.

Nomination form:
Page 6 of 6

Submit nomination or further information
Community Development Team

Phone: 1300 785 277
Coorong District Council

PO Box 399 
TAILEM BEND SA 5260 

Email: council@coorong.sa.gov.au

Nominations Close:
Wednesday, 28 October 2026 AT 5PM

mailto:council@coorong.sa.gov.au

