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1. Introduction and Background

The Coorong District Council comprises 8,836 square kilometres of mainly rural land
serviced by the towns of Tailem Bend, Meningie, Tintinara and Coonalpyn and other
smaller settlements. The area has a population of 5670 (2006) and the Coorong
District Council employs 80 personnel.

The Coorong District Council is responsible for a road network comprising 1880km of
open road reserves and a considerable distance of unused road reserves. These
road reserves are 20, 40 or 60 meters wide and contain significant stands of native
vegetation — predominantly mallee associations and eucalypt woodlands.

The Coorong District Council has 191,575 ha (19%) of native vegetation remaining,
much of which occurs in the large conservation parks of Messent, Ngarkat, Mt
Boothby and Carcuma, as well as the Coorong National Park and privately owned
scrub.

Road reserves have developed beyond providing for vehicle transport, to include
provision of a variety of services including telecommunications, gas, electricity, water
and effluent mains. Furthermore, road reserves often contain the only significant
remnants of native vegetation in rural areas of South Australia. This is due to the
broad-scale clearance of native vegetation within rural areas for agricultural usage of
land.

Maintaining remnant vegetation within road reserves is important for many reasons.
Roadside vegetation provides many functional benefits including the prevention of
weed establishment, a reduction in fire risk compared with introduced vegetation,
shelter for stock in adjacent land, help in defining road curves leading to a safer
driving environment, and a reduction in soil erosion and hence road maintenance
requirements. The presence of remnant vegetation in road reserves also provides
many conservation benefits. Road reserves can support rare or threatened plant
species or vegetation associations, they can provide important habitat for fauna, act
as corridors between blocks of remnant vegetation, and they may provide an
important source of seeds for local revegetation projects. Furthermore, road reserves
containing native vegetation add to the visual amenity of areas where there has been
broad-scale clearance.

Vegetation present in road reserves within the Coorong District Council varies from
degraded vegetation with no conservation value through to vegetation associations of
high biodiversity value.

Any significant disturbance to native vegetation within road reserves has the potential
to cause long-term damage which will have long-term negative impacts. Those road
reserves containing native vegetation need to be managed and preserved. Good
roadside management practices are required to ensure remnant vegetation is
preserved, and may eliminate future management problems.

The main role of this Roadside Vegetation Management Plan (RVMP) is to provide
the Coorong District Council with a framework for addressing the variety of issues
associated with management of road reserves with a focus on protecting native
vegetation. To this end a series of policies and guidelines for various activities
conducted within road reserves have been established. Compliance with the
guidelines presented within this RVMP will lead to sustainable management of native



roadside vegetation and the protection of the biodiversity values within the area,
whilst enabling the council to comply with legal requirements for the protection of

native vegetation.

Definitions of terms used within this document

Remnant vegetation:

Native vegetation:

Introduced plants:

Pest plants / weeds:

Roadside vegetation:

Carriageway:

Clearance envelope:

Road verge:

Road shoulder:

Road reserve:

Undeveloped Road:

Vegetation (or plant material):

Native vegetation that remains in much the same
form and composition in the same location since
European settlement.

Vegetation that is natural to the area (indigenous)
and present prior to European settlement. This
includes native trees, shrubs, herbs and grasses.

All plant species that are not natural to the area (not
present prior to European settlement).

Introduced plants that adversely affect native
vegetation and /or agricultural crops.

Any vegetation growing on roadsides. This includes
native vegetation of conservation value and
vegetation dominated by introduced species.

The formed section of road reserve -currently
allowing for the passage of vehicles.

Area necessary for the safe passage of legal height
vehicles across the full width of the traffic lanes.

The area between the edge of the carriageway or
the edge of the shoulder and the vegetation.

The area on a sealed road between the edge of
seal and the road verge.

A corridor of land bordered by property boundaries.

A road reserve not developed for the passage of
vehicles.

Any living or dead plant material. This includes
native trees, shrubs, herbs and grasses.



1.1 Council Roadside Vegetation Policy

The Coorong District Council will promote and actively participate in the
protection, conservation and enhancement of remnant vegetation within roadside
reserves to maintain these areas as significant wildlife corridors for both native
flora and fauna.

1.2 Key Objectives

1. To meet legal requirements for both the provision and maintenance of a safe
road network and the protection of roadside vegetation.

2. To preserve and enhance existing native vegetation on roadsides.

3. To achieve an appropriate balance between roadside vegetation
conservation and the needs of the rural community for safe access for
vehicles and machinery.

4. To promote community and employee awareness of the importance of
roadside vegetation.

5. To achieve appropriate pest plant and vermin control.

6. To complete roadside vegetation survey work for the roads within the Coorong
District road network.

7. To progressively revegetate roadsides where this will not interfere with
carriageway safety requirements and to encourage public and landowner
participation in this work.

1.3 Role of this Roadside Vegetation Management Plan

This RVMP has been developed to provide a framework for managing roadside
vegetation within the Coorong District Council. It has been developed in accordance
with the requirements of the Native Vegetation Act 1991. This RVMP contains:

e An outline of the activities and issues that are affecting or have the potential
to impact upon roadside vegetation. This section also states council policies,
objectives and guidelines for undertaking these activities or addressing these
issues.

e Arisk assessment of threats to native roadside vegetation.

e A roadside management matrix that identifies activities that are acceptable for
different categories of roadside vegetation and any restrictions associated
with each activity.

e Information specifying how this RVMP will be implemented.

e Procedures for environmental assessment and approval prior to
implementation of activities to be conducted within road reserves.



e An outline of the requirements for reporting and review of the RVMP.

e Details of the council’'s current progress regarding Roadside Vegetation
Survey work and roadside marker scheme development.

The RVMP applies not only to road works (maintenance or minor construction) but
also to other uses of roadside such as service provision, pest animal and plant
control, property access, and bushfire prevention.

A RVMP does not apply to major construction projects involving the disturbance of
significant areas of roadside vegetation. Major construction works require a separate
approval from the Native Vegetation Council.

1.4 Responsibilities of Council for Road Reserve Management

There is a variety of legislation that affects the way in which Roadside Vegetation is
managed within South Australia. This include; Local Government Act 1999, Native
Vegetation Act 1991, Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999
(Commonwealth legislation) and the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972. Council
must ensure all works or activities conducted within road reserve areas have prior
Council permission and are being conducted subject to the requirements under the
relevant Acts.

1.4.1 Local Government Act 1999

Under the Local Government Act 1999 any works on road reserves requires the
permission of the local council. The Coorong District Council is responsible for all
roads within the council area (with the exception of the main arterial roads under the
care and control of Transport SA) and is therefore responsible for the adjacent road
reserve areas. Any works or activities to be conducted on, over or under these road
reserves requires permission from the Coorong District Council.

1.4.2 Native Vegetation Act 1999

Under the Native Vegetation Act 1991 removal or disturbance of native vegetation
requires permission from the Native Vegetation Council unless a specific exemption
applies through the regulations of the Act.

The Native Vegetation Act 1991 includes an exemption 5(1)(y) allowing district
councils to clear roadside vegetation where;

1. Where the clearance complies with a management plan prepared by the local
council and approved by the Native Vegetation Council.

2. Where the clearance complies with guidelines issued by the Native
Vegetation Council.

This RVMP aims to fulfil the requirements of part 1 above.
1.4.3 Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999
The EPBC Act 1999 protects matters of national environmental significance and

Commonwealth land. There are a total of six matters of national environmental
significance, with one in particular relevant to this RVMP;



e Nationally threatened species and communities which are listed under the
EPBC Act 1999

Under the EPBC Act a person must not take an action that has, will have or is likely
to have a significant impact on matters of national environmental significance. These
actions require approval from the Environment Minister and may only be undertaken
with this approval.

1.4.4 National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972

The National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 was established in part to provide for the
conservation of wildlife in a natural environment. Under the National Parks and
Wildlife Act 1972, which is administered by the Department for Environment and
Heritage, the removal of native plant species from road reserves requires a permit.
Permits are issued by the Department for Environment and Heritage and provide for
both the general removal of native plant species and the removal of native plant
species for commercial purposes, subject to the conditions of the permit.

1.4.5 Natural Resources Management Act 2004

The Natural Resources Management Act 2004 was established, in part, to repeal the
Animal and Plant Control (Agricultural Protection and Other Purposes) Act 1986. The
Natural Resources Management Act 2004 provides for the control of plants and
animals for reasons including the protection of agriculture and the environment, and
for public safety. Under the Natural Resources Management Act 2004 it is the
responsibility of the landholder to control declared pest plants and pest animals
within road reserves immediately adjacent their land, up to half way across the road
reserve.

1.4.6 Other legislation

Numerous other legislation regulate works on roadsides. These may include, but are
not limited to-

Fences Act 1975

Telecommunications (Interceptions) Act 1988
Electricity Corporations Act 1994

Development Act 1993

Fire and Emergency Services Act 2005
Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Act 1986
Road Traffic Act 1961

1.5 Relationship between this Document and Existing Council
Management Systems

The Coorong District Council endorses this current plan. Existing council
management systems relating to roadside vegetation were thoroughly discussed
throughout the production of this plan. Where appropriate, previous systems have
been incorporated into the current plan, whilst others have been modified before
inclusion. Modifications to previous management systems reflect an increased
appreciation for the requirements to successfully protect and manage roadside
vegetation.



1.5.1 Distribution of the RVMP

Copies of the RVMP will be distributed to all relevant Council staff and to all elected
members. Copies will also be distributed to the Native Vegetation Council Secretariat
and the Department for Environment and Heritage at Berri and Mount Gambier.

A copy of the RVMP will also be available at the Council offices for public viewing as
well as on Councils website.

It is the responsibility of the Asset Services Department to ensure the plan is kept
current and the contents are promoted to Council staff and the community.

1.6 Roadside Categories

In order to manage the vegetation within road reserves a series of roadside
vegetation categories have been established. These categories consider aspects of
the vegetation associations present within defined segments of roadside as
determined through a Roadside Vegetation Survey. Categories are assigned to
sections of roadside vegetation through a combination of the conservation priority
rating for the vegetation association present and the current condition of the
vegetation. The conservation priority rating is an indication of how well the particular
vegetation association is conserved within the state, and the condition of the
vegetation is an assessment of the extent to which weeds have replaced the native
understorey.

A Roadside Vegetation Survey is yet to be completed. It is intended to commence
the roadside vegetation surveys once this plan has received Native Vegetation
Council endorsement. The categories of roadside vegetation within the council area
will be as follows.

Category 1

Category 1 vegetation associations contain a high priority vegetation association in
excellent or good condition. This may mean that it is a threatened vegetation
association due to extensive or moderate clearance. Furthermore this category is
likely to contain very few or no weeds in the understorey. These areas may also be
representative of the vegetation that would have been present prior to European
settlement and should not be disturbed.

Category 2

Category 2 vegetation associations contain a high priority vegetation association in
moderate condition or a lower priority association in excellent condition. This means
these associations may be similar to Category 1, with slightly more weed species
present. Category 2 also includes vegetation associations that are slightly more
common but the understorey is in an excellent condition with no or very few weed
species present. These areas should not be disturbed.

Category 3

Category 3 vegetation associations contain a high priority vegetation association in
poor condition or a lower priority association in moderate condition. This means that
this category may include vegetation associations that are threatened but are also
degraded to the extent of a significant presence of weed species present in the



understorey. This category also includes vegetation associations that are relatively
common and have a mixture of native and exotic species present in the understorey.
Disturbance should be avoided whenever possible.

Category 4

Category 4 vegetation associations contain limited native vegetation in poor
condition. These vegetation associations have usually been heavily disturbed so that
little native vegetation remains with an understorey almost exclusively dominated by
exotic species. These associations may be disturbed, subject to further assessment
and planning.

Category 5

Category 5 vegetation associations contain very little or no native vegetation. The
understorey of these associations is usually comprised entirely of exotic species.
These associations may be disturbed, generally with no further assessment of native
vegetation required.

Category 6

Category 6 vegetation associations contain a moderate or low priority vegetation
association that has been affected by sand drift. These associations may be of
conservation significance, but is difficult to assess due to sand covering the native
vegetation understorey. Requires further assessment prior to any works.

Category 7

The vegetation associations present within road reserves that have not yet been
surveyed are assigned to Category 7. This means that the conservation significance
of Category 7 vegetation is unknown. A vegetation survey should be conducted to
assign Category 7 vegetation associations to Category 1 — 6 prior to undertaking any
works within these areas.

1.7 Hierarchical Road Classification

The road network within the Coorong District Council has been classified into several
categories that factor into account routes for specific traffic needs. This is a
classification based on functional use and has been established to allow for a
consistent treatment of all roads within the road network. The specific road classes
within the Coorong District Council are as follows:

A Class: Major Connecting Road

Principle roads in the area, either sealed or should be sealed.

B Class:  Major Internal Road

A road that carries a mixture of through and local traffic — unsealed.

C Class: Secondary Internal Road

Carries mainly local and some through traffic — unsealed.

D Class: Local Road



Provides access to residence and/or minimal through traffic — unsealed.
E Class: Minor Road

Provides access to properties — unsealed.

F Class

Unmade or formed road — unsealed.

G Class

Leased roads.

The road categories assigned to specific roads within the Coorong District Council
road network are presented within Appendix 1.



2. Summary of Management Issues

The following sections outline the management issues relevant to the Coorong
District Council and its authority over actions within roadside reserves. For each
management issue measures to minimise the impact of activities on roadside
vegetation are identified and are likely to contribute to lower, long-term roadside and
road verge management costs.

2.1 Road construction

When planning road construction (including road widening and re-alignments, and
new roadworks in an unmade road reserve) that will result in the clearing of native
vegetation, council will, in most cases, require a formal application and approval from
the Native Vegetation Council prior to undertaking any on-ground work. It should be
noted that native vegetation includes dead trees of a species indigenous to South
Australia where the diameter of the trunk of the tree at 300mm from the base of the
tree is 600mm or more and provides or has the potential to provide habitat for
animals of a listed threatened species under the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.

The Coorong District Council currently follow guidelines within the manual “Managing
unsealed roads in South Australia” when planning road construction work. Some of
these principles are included within this RVMP, along with guidelines established by
Transport SA, including those within Transport SA’s Environmental Code of Practice
for Construction — Road, Bridge and Marine Facilities.

A major concern to the Coorong District Council is that new roads be constructed
such that a safe passage for vehicles is provided along the carriageway.
Furthermore, the council is committed to protecting native vegetation within road
reserve areas. Appropriate planning is therefore required to ensure that proposed
roads, or significant road widening or re-alignments, are designed to meet
engineering standards for adequate road safety and to minimise the potential impact
on native vegetation.

Where possible, advice to the Native Vegetation and Biodiversity Management Unit
(DWLBC) will be provided on an annual basis, regarding new roadworks planned for
the forthcoming year in areas of native vegetation. This can be important as, if the
matter needs to be referred to the Native Vegetation Council, delays can occur”.

A large proportion of roads within the Coorong District Council are unsealed and
hence most road construction work would be conducted in relation to unsealed
roads.

Policy:

Council will undertake road construction work in accordance with safe design
standards whilst minimising the removal and disturbance of native vegetation.

Objectives:
- To construct new roads, or widen and realign roads, to meet road
safety standards.



- To design and undertake new construction projects whilst minimising
the impact of the work on native vegetation within road reserve areas.

Guidelines:

Sealed Roads (see Figure 1)

New Class A or Class B (sealed) roads are to have a maximum road carriageway
width of 8m, a shoulder width of up to 1.5m and a verge width of up to 2.4m on
either side of the shoulder (subject to section 2.3 Verge maintenance for road
safety).

The vertical height clearance envelope of new sealed roads is to be up to a
maximum of 5.5m from the edge of the sealed carriageway.

Unsealed Roads (see Figure 2)

New Class A or Class B (unsealed) roads are to have a maximum carriageway
width of 8m and a verge width of up to 2.4m on either side of the carriageway
(subject to section 2.3 Verge maintenance for road safety).

New Class C roads are to have a maximum carriageway width of up to 8m and a
verge width of up to 2.4m on either side of the carriageway (subject to section 2.3
Verge maintenance for road safety).

New Class D and Class E roads are to have a maximum carriageway width of
7m and a verge width of up to 2.4m on either side of the carriageway (subject to
section 2.3 Verge maintenance for road safety).

The vertical height clearance envelope of all new unsealed roads is to be up to a
maximum of 5.5m from the edge of the grader line.

All Roads

Clearance approval from the Native Vegetation Council is not required for very
minor and localised clearance, such as pruning of branches or removal of one or
two tree saplings or shrubs which are known to be common in the area, however,
consultation with the Native Vegetation and Biodiversity Management Unit,
DWLBC or a local native vegetation expert prior to the work is recommended, as
it is possible that the site may contain a small, visually insignificant plant species
(eg. orchid or native grass) which is of particular conservation significance.

Where it appears likely that roadworks will have an impact on native vegetation,
which is not covered by this Roadside Vegetation Management Plan,
consultation with the Native Vegetation Council, and potentially an application
under the Native Vegetation Act 1991, will be undertaken.

If an application is required, a significant environmental benefit (SEB) may also
be required. This is determined by the amount and quality of the vegetation
cleared. An SEB may consist of either or a combination of revegetation, pest and
weed control works, or if there is no other option, a payment into the Native
Vegetation Fund.
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New roads are to be positioned so as to minimise the impact on native
vegetation, while still taking into account the need to provide adequate road
safety and to comply with design and engineering standards.

If trees are to be removed they should be felled into the construction zone, not
into undisturbed native vegetation.

Vegetation that is to be removed should be re-used where possible, for example,
seed collection, mulching or firewood. Mulched material provides a seed source
and should be utilised in revegetation programs (provided weed presence is low),
particularly those that are being undertaken as part of the construction project.

Keep removal and disturbance of native vegetation and the disturbance of topsoil
to a minimum to prevent the spread of weed species and diseases.

The positioning of a new road within the road reserve will take into account
offsetting the alignment along one side of the road reserve as a means of
retaining the best possible strip of roadside vegetation.

In the case of major roadworks affecting native vegetation of high conservation
significance, the purchase of cleared land alongside the road reserve, and the
use of that cleared land for the roadworks, will be considered as an option.

Roadside vegetation of particular biological significance, including sections
identified within the Roadside Vegetation Survey as being Category 1 or
Category 2, will be protected as much as practicable.

If the roadside vegetation has not yet been assigned to Category 1 — 6, a
vegetation survey must be undertaken by suitably qualified persons to assign the
vegetation present into these categories prior to undertaking any works.

Larger native trees with hollows, including dead native trees, will be retained
where practicable. If trees with hollows are to be removed, hollow sections will be
transferred to remaining nearby trees.

Note that dead native trees within the Coorong District Council are included as
native vegetation under the Native Vegetation Act 1991 if;
- the tree has a trunk diameter of 600 mm or more at 300 mm from the base
of the tree, and
- the tree provides or has the potential to provide, or is part of a group of trees
or other plants (whether alive or dead) that provides, or has the potential to
provide, a habitat for animals of a listed threatened species under the
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 of the
Commonwealth.

Hollow trees can provide important nesting and roosting sites for native fauna,
including species listed as threatened under the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.

Clearance of large trees should be subject to further assessment and advice. An
information sheet on dead trees included as native vegetation can be obtained
at http://www.dwlbc.sa.gov.au/native/nvsa/policy.html
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Other useful guidelines and information sheets are available from the following
web address: http://www.dwlbc.sa.gov.au/native/nvsa/index.html

The protection of low understorey plants, including native grasses, will be given
priority.

In the case of realignments, the old alignments will be revegetated where
practicable, eg. through ripping to encourage natural regeneration.

Vehicles are to be confined to the construction zone of the new or old alignment,
and vehicles are to turn around within road intersections, private driveways,
within the road envelope or within previously designated turn-around areas.
Vehicles and machinery will not be driven, stored or parked in areas of native
vegetation which are outside of the construction zone.

Stockpile sites, site depots and storage of equipment will be undertaken in areas
away from native vegetation and beyond the drip line of trees to avoid root
compaction. If cleared areas are not available, cleared areas on adjoining
properties are to be considered.

Immediately prior to road works commencing each day the site will be surveyed
for native animals trapped within the site.

All council staff, contractors and sub-contractors conducting work on roads and
road reserves are to be made aware of all related guidelines within this RVMP
prior to commencing work.

12
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Figure 1. Guidelines for the formation of sealed roads.
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Figure 2. Guidelines for the formation of unsealed roads.



2.2 Road maintenance

Road maintenance activities are necessary to continue to provide a safe passage for
vehicles along the road carriage. Road grading is the major road maintenance
activity necessary to ensure a safe and efficient road network is maintained. The use
of graders and other heavy machinery may have an impact upon native vegetation
within road reserve areas if procedures to manage these activities are not specified
and followed. The Coorong District Council has a dual responsibility to provide a safe
road network and to protect and minimise potential impacts upon native vegetation
within roadside area.

Policy:

Council will undertake road maintenance work in accordance with safe design
standards whilst minimising the removal and disturbance of native vegetation.

Objectives:

- To maintain a safe passage for vehicle transport along the road
network.

- To plan and undertake maintenance activities whilst minimising the
impact of road maintenance on native vegetation within road reserve
areas.

Guidelines:
Sealed roads

e A clearance envelope is to be maintained to a vertical height of 5.5 metres from
the edge of the sealed carriageway (see Figure 3).

Unsealed roads

e A clearance envelope is to be maintained to a vertical height of 5.5 metres from
the edge of the grader line (see Figure 3).

All roads

e Establish the road classification prior to conducting any road maintenance
activities and follow the particular procedures for that road classification.

e Do not grade outside guideposts or edge of road carriageway.

e Excess road material is not to be pushed onto native vegetation within the road
reserve, where possible the excessive material should be removed.

e  Hygiene procedures should be undertaken on grading equipment before leaving
a declared quarantine or weed infested area to prevent the spread of weed
species, and pests and diseases

e Graders are to turn around within road intersections, private driveways, within
the road envelope or within previously designated turn-around areas.

14



e All council staff, contractors and sub-contractors conducting work on roads and
road reserves are to be made aware of all related guidelines within this RVMP
prior to commencing work.

Exemption:

e Grading equipment will only be allowed to operate outside of guideposts or edge
of road carriageway for the purpose of maintaining drainage line clearance and
removal of sand drift if in accordance with criteria referred to under Section 2.20
Sand Drift. Construction of new drains in areas of roadside native vegetation
requires NVC approval. Water cut-off drains should be located as far as possible
in areas devoid of native vegetation. Care is also needed to ensure that they do
not deposit sediment into native vegetation or on neighbouring private land.

.4 total removal

| 4 of tree required
55y, Clearance \

envelope

removal of limb
is required

edge of seal (sealed road) |
edge of carriageway (unsealed road) |

Figure 3. Maintenance of clearance envelope.
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2.3 Verge maintenance for road safety

Verge maintenance of roads within the Coorong District Council predominantly
involves clearance of vegetation from the edge of the carriageway for road safety
reasons. At present verge clearing occurs infrequently within the area. When verge
clearing is required the council aims to maintain road verges such that a safe
passage for vehicles is provided and that conservation values of native vegetation
within the road verge are maintained.

Policy:

Council will undertake road verge maintenance work in accordance with safe
design standards whilst minimising the removal and disturbance of native
vegetation.

Objectives:
- To maintain road verge areas to meet road safety standards.

- To manage road verge maintenance activities to minimise the potential
impact to native vegetation within road reserve areas.

Guidelines:

e Low growing native plant species present within the road verge that will not
impair sight distance or pose a significant risk to vehicle safety are to be retained
and promoted. The presence of these species can help prevent weed invasion
and soil erosion, maintain a level of biodiversity in the area and can reduce
roadside management costs.

e The trimming of vegetation or removal of individual trees within the road verge
may be required for safe sight distance and vehicle safety.

e Maintenance of existing roadside vegetation clearances by low-impact methods
can generally proceed without clearance approval from the Native Vegetation
Council, however, clearance approval is needed where either clearance exceeds
previously established safety standards, or regrowth has reached the stage
where high-impact methods (eg. bulldozing) are proposed.

e Using horticultural best practice for vegetation trimming (three-cut method) may
require limbs to be pruned beyond the 2.4m road verge in order to prune limbs
back to the nearest suitable fork or to the ground in the case of mallee species.
This approach minimises damage to vegetation and maximises road safety.

e At road intersections where corners are created, verges are to be maintained for
safe sight distance according to Figure 4.

e To allow for safe sight distance of signs and guideposts a secondary clearance
envelope is to be maintained. This clearance envelope is to extend 300mm
around the sign or guidepost (see Figure 5).

e Standards for adequate sight distance for other situations (eg. curves and
crests) can be found in “Guide to Traffic Engineering Practice”, and “Rural Road
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Design — a Guide to Geometric Design of Rural Roads” published by Austroads.
Further information is available at the Department for Transport, Energy and
Infrastructure, Noel O’Callaghan, on 8343 2439.

Methods such as grading or bulldozing for verge clearance are not to be used to
avoid ground disturbance and disturbance of understorey species.

Equipment including flail mowers, articulated slashing devices and hydro-axe
may be used for verge maintenance work.

Trimmed vegetation and soil is not to be pushed directly back into the remaining
roadside vegetation.

Effective use of trimmed vegetation is to be encouraged. For example, liaison
with local planting groups to promote seed collection from vegetation to be
trimmed, or to use trimmed timber as a mulching source or as a community
firewood resource.

All council staff, contractors and sub-contractors conducting work on roads and
road reserves are to be made aware of all related guidelines within this RVMP
prior to commencing work.

Clearance area y

Edge of
carriageway

50m

Figure 4. Maintenance of verge areas at intersections.
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Figure 5. Secondary clearance envelope for signs or guideposts.
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2.4 Quarries / Stockpile sites

The use of road reserves for the purposes of quarrying or stockpile sites is an
important requirement for road construction or road maintenance activities. Quarrying
entails the removal of rock and gravel materials creating a small pit. Stockpile sites
are areas of road reserve used for the storage of material including aggregate,
gravel, road base, topsoil, overburden and mulch which may be required for road
construction or maintenance projects. Quarries tend to be sites in which gravel and
rock are permanently removed whilst stockpile sites tend to be temporary, located
close-by and used during specific projects. If poor planning and management occurs,
the positioning of and use of quarries and stockpile sites has the potential to severely
impact upon native vegetation within road reserves. Impacts to roadside vegetation
may include the physical removal of native vegetation, physical damage to native
vegetation, soil disturbance, and the introduction of pest weed species.

Policy:

Council will ensure quarries and stockpile sites are created and managed to
minimise the impact and disturbance of native vegetation with previous quarries
and stockpile sites being utilised prior to the installation of new ones.

Objectives:
- To locate new quarries within clear private land as a first preference
where possible.

- To locate new stockpile sites and quarries in road reserve areas devoid
of native vegetation.

- To manage existing quarries and stockpile sites to minimise the physical
impact to existing native vegetation.

- To reduce the potential for the spread of weed species and soil
pathogens.

Guidelines:

e Previously established quarries or stockpile sites located within vegetation of
Category 4 and 5 should be utilised instead of creating new quarries or stockpile
sites. These sites should be assessed by suitably qualified persons to ensure
there is no native vegetation within the site prior to use. This will ensure any
impact to native vegetation is avoided.

e Existing quarries, stockpile sites, and borrow pits within roadside vegetation of
Category 1 — 3 are to be inspected prior to use, if these sites are naturally
regenerating they should not be utilised, however, if no native plant species
occur within them, they can be utilised. If these areas are utilised management
strategies, such as pegging the extent of the site, need to be implemented to
ensure they do not expand in size and encroach on native vegetation.

e If the roadside vegetation has not yet been assigned to Category 1 — 6, a
vegetation survey must be undertaken by suitably qualified persons to assign the
vegetation present into these categories prior to undertaking any works.
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Weed control is to be conducted on site prior to the installation of or use of
borrow pits and stockpile sites. Monitoring of the sites whilst they are being used
is required to ensure weed infestations do not occur and further weed control is
to be undertaken if necessary.

New quarries or stockpile sites are not to be created within roadsides where the
native vegetation is of Category 1, 2, or 3, and scattered trees within roadsides
of other categories are to be avoided. Ideally new quarries or stockpile sites are
to be located within areas containing no native vegetation.

Adjacent cleared land including private land will be considered as a first option
for positioning new quarries, and will be considered as an option for the location
of new stockpile sites if no suitable sites occur within the road reserve.

Approval from the Manager Asset Services, Coorong District Council is required
prior to the development of any new borrow pits or stockpile sites within the
council area where native vegetation is present.

If proposed borrow pits (either in road reserves or on private land) will require
the removal of native vegetation, approval from the Native Vegetation Council is
required, as well as council approval.

Vehicles and equipment required for creation of borrow pits are to be confined to
the road carriageway and borrow pit area, and should not encroach into native
vegetation within roadsides.

All council staff, service providers and contractors conducting work on roads and
road reserves are to be made aware of designated borrow pits and stockpile
sites prior to them beginning work at a site.

Any materials stored in stockpile sites are to be removed from the site at the
completion of the project.
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2.5 Installation and maintenance of utilities/development

Provision of services to the community typically involves locating service routes
within road reserve areas. The services provided within the Coorong District Council
include power, telecommunications, gas, water, and effluent mains. Other
miscellaneous works not classified as a service, which may occur within road
reserves, include mining operations or explorative drilling. Construction and ongoing
maintenance of these services / miscellaneous activities has the potential to impact
upon roadside vegetation, through clearance, physical disturbance, and introduction
of weed species, pests and pathogens. Service providers have their own external
codes of practise for installation and maintenance of their service, for example, the
Australian Authority factsheet: Installation of telecommunications facilities — A guide
for consumers. The Coorong District Council will ensure service providers follow their
own Codes of Practice (if appropriate) whilst working within the council area.
Furthermore some general procedures have been adopted by council to further
protect native vegetation within road reserves. Council will ensure all service
providers who intend to conduct work within the council area are provided with the
relevant information regarding the protection of roadside vegetation.

Maintenance works associated with electricity supply and other infrastructure such
as water and gas, are permitted under Regulations 5(1)(f) and 5(1)(g) of the Native
Vegetation Act, as long as the person undertaking the clearance has given at least
10 business days notice in writing outlining the proposed clearance to the Coorong
District Council, unless the proponent is following standard operating procedures
agreed to by the Native Vegetation Council.

The person undertaking the clearance must also follow any guidelines issued by the
Native Vegetation Council in relation to protecting native vegetation from the spread
of plant pathogens or noxious weeds, or from causing unnecessary damage during
the maintenance work.

Notification to the owner is required on the basis that the landholder is likely to be
aware of the latest information regarding plant pathogens or noxious weeds on the

property.

The notification is not required in emergency situations, such as the need to restore
power following an outage.

New services require a submission to be made to the Native Vegetation Council

(under Regulation 5(1)(d)), which will need to establish that:

e the service cannot be established without the need to clear some vegetation, and

e the site chosen contains the least significant native vegetation, provided that
construction is practicable on that site.

In particular, a proponent should seek to avoid areas containing a substantially intact
stratum of native vegetation. (A substantially intact stratum of native vegetation is
defined by Section 3A of the Native Vegetation Act 1991 as an area that, in the
opinion of the Native Vegetation Council, has not been seriously degraded by human
activity (but not degradation that has been caused by fire) during the immediately
preceding period of 20 years. A ‘stratum’ of native vegetation means a layer of a
plant community consisting of plants that comprise native vegetation that have a
similar growth habit. An area may be considered to have an intact stratum, even if
another stratum is degraded).
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Approval for vegetation clearance for such developments is conditional on the
achievement of a significant environmental benefit elsewhere in the region to
compensate for the vegetation to be cleared. A management plan must be prepared
that describes the works that will result in the environmental benefit, which may
include providing for the management of other native vegetation, the restoration of
native vegetation, or the replanting of a cleared area. If this is not achievable on the
property, the applicant may apply (to the Native Vegetation Council) to make a
payment into the Native Vegetation Fund that will be used by the Native Vegetation
Council to achieve an environmental benefit elsewhere in the region.

Policy:

Council will ensure that service providers and contractors comply with the relevant
guidelines to minimise the impact of all works on native vegetation that is under
the care and control of the Council.

Objectives:
- To minimise the impact of installation and maintenance of services to
native vegetation within road reserves.

- To maintain a safe operating environment for services.
Guidelines:

e All service providers intending to conduct work within the council area are to
notify council a minimum of 7 days prior to the commencement of any work, and
secure agreement from council through completing an application form (see
Appendix 3). For major projects the council would prefer to be notified of and
consider proposed plans one year before commencement of the project.

e  Service providers are to be contacted by council and notified of the Coorong
District Council RVMP and requirements of the service provider in delivery of
their work.

e Hygiene standards must be followed on all vehicles, machinery and equipment
before leaving a site to prevent the introduction or spread of weed species, pest
or pathogens.

e  Where new or replacement services are proposed, these are to be established on
cleared land wherever possible. When installation of a service is planned within a
road reserve containing vegetation of Category 1, 2 or 3, alternative location
options need to be considered to minimise the impact on native vegetation.

e If the roadside vegetation has not yet been assigned to Category 1 — 6, a
vegetation survey must be undertaken by suitably qualified persons to assign the
vegetation present into these categories prior to undertaking any works.

e Clearance of native vegetation must be kept to a minimum.

e Disturbance of understorey vegetation, including native grasses, and soil is to be
kept to @ minimum.
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2.6 Pest animal control

Pest animal species present within the Coorong District Council is both an
agricultural and environmental management issue. Of particular concern are rabbits,
foxes, feral goats and feral deer (Upper South East area).

The control of pest animal species that are listed as declared is the responsibility of
the Regional Authorised Officer under the Natural Resources Management Act 2004.
The Regional Authorised Officer can remind landowners and occupiers that it is their
responsibility to control declared animal species both on their land and up to half-
width of the road reserve, and request that they do so.

Landowners or occupiers require permission from the local council prior to
undertaking any works within road reserves, and any pest animal control should be
conducted in accordance with advice from the Regional Authorised Officers of the
SAMDB and SE NRM Boards.

When conducting pest animal control it is essential that control work be conducted in
a way that minimises the potential impact to native vegetation, which is a requirement
of the Natural Resources Management Act 2004. It is recognised that, in some
cases, disturbance of native vegetation may be required in order to achieve adequate
pest animal control. The Native Vegetation Council has published the following
booklet ‘Clearance of Native Vegetation Associated with the Control of Plant and
Animal Pests’. This booklet includes guidelines for the clearance of native vegetation
where this is necessary for pest animal control, and which comply with guidelines
issues by the Native Vegetation Council. The Coorong District Council incorporates
these guidelines within the guidelines below.

Policy:

Council will ensure all pest control work is undertaken in accordance with Council

guidelines and advice from the Regional Authorised Officer.

Objectives:
- To manage pest animal control activities within road reserve areas to
achieve effective control.

- To manage pest animal control activities to minimise any impact on
native vegetation within road reserve areas.

- To encourage the establishment and recovery of native vegetation within
road reserves.

Guidelines:

e lLandowners or land occupiers should obtain council permission before
conducting any pest animal control within road reserve areas at the
commencement of a pest animal control program. While landholders are
encouraged to lay oats and carrots for pest animal control, they need only advise
council of this act and do not need to obtain permission from council every time
baits are laid.
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e Landowners or land occupiers must liaise with the Regional Authorised Officer
prior to conducting any pest animal control within road reserve areas.

e Clearance of native vegetation must be kept to the minimum required for
effective pest plant control.

e If pruning of native vegetation is essential to provide access to pest animals (eg.
rabbit warrens), it is acceptable to prune if kept to a minimum and it does not
affect the overall viability of the plant(s) involved.

e If entire native plants need to be removed in order to facilitate effective pest
animal control, or where significant damage to native roadside vegetation in likely
(eg by ripping of warrens, or burning), prior discussion with and endorsement by
the Native Vegetation Council Secretariat, DWLBC is required. The NVC
Secretariat is able to approve clearance of a “non sensitive” nature, and will
determine whether the proposed clearance is of a sufficiently significant nature to
warrant referral on to the Native Vegetation Council for decision.

e The removal of tree saplings or more mature trees is not normally necessary for
pest control.

e Soil disturbance (eg. ripping of rabbit warrens) is to be minimised and where soll
disturbance is unavoidable, site monitoring should follow the initial control work to
selectively eradicate pest plants which might establish at the site.

Control of specific pest animals within the Coorong District Council area

Control of pest animals should always be undertaken with advice from the Regional
Authorised Officer. The methods the Regional Authorised Officer uses and will
recommend are those that minimise any impact to native vegetation and are
appropriate for each individual case. It is to be remembered that the impact on native
vegetation will be worse if control of pest animals is not undertaken.

Rabbit control

There are several methods used for rabbit control programmes within the Council
area and the method/s chosen for a particular area are determined by prior
assessment of the native vegetation present. The methods to be used may include;

e 1080 poisoning program
The trail of bait is laid out so there is minimal damage to native vegetation.
Recommend baiting two to six trails along inside property boundary.

e Warren destruction

The destruction of rabbit warrens is the stage of a rabbit control program with the
greatest potential to cause damage to native vegetation, but a very important
component of rabbit control. A warren may have up to 20 holes and cover an area of
approximately 100m?®.

In thick mallee scrub some trimming of native vegetation may be required for access
of machinery (eg a ripper on the back of a tractor) to the warren. Contact ‘dial before
you dig’ before undertaking a ripping program.

The preferred method of warren destruction in vegetation of Category 1, 2 and 3 is to
fumigate warrens followed by closing of the warren using a shovel.



Fox control

Fox dens are usually only single holed dens and these need to be destroyed when
found. There is less potential damage to the environment in destroying a fox den
compared with a rabbit warren. Control is usually performed using a ripper on the
back of a tractor. In areas of good quality native vegetation the fox den can be
fumigated using ‘dencofume’ cartridges and closed in with a shovel very effectively
with little fuss (eg no machinery involved).
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2.7 Pest plant and disease control

Pest plant species are of particular agricultural concern within the Coorong District
Council, and control of these species within road reserves is a significant
management issue within the region. Particular emphasis is on controlling pest plant
species within roadside vegetation classified as Category A and B.

The control of pest plant species that are listed as declared is the responsibility of the
Regional Authorised Officer under the Natural Resources Management Act 2004.
The Regional Authorised Officer can remind landowners and occupiers that it is their
responsibility to control declared plant species both on their land and up to half-width
of the road reserve, and request that they do so.

Landowners or occupiers require permission from the local council prior to
undertaking any works within road reserves, and any pest plant control (both
agricultural and environmental declared pest plant species) should be conducted in
accordance with advice from the Regional Authorised Officer.

When conducting pest plant control it is essential that control work be conducted in a
way that minimises the potential impact to native vegetation, which is a requirement
of the Natural Resources Management Act 2004. It is recognised that, in some
cases, disturbance of native vegetation may be required in order to achieve adequate
pest plant control. The Native Vegetation Council Guidelines ‘Clearance of Native
Vegetation Associated with the Control of Plant and Animal Pests’ provide guidelines
for the clearance of native vegetation where this is necessary for pest plant control.
The Coorong District Council incorporates these guidelines within the procedures
below.

Policy:

Council will ensure all pest plant control work is undertaken in accordance with

Council and DEH guidelines and advice from the Regional Authorised Officer.

Objective:
- To manage pest plant and disease control activities within road reserve
areas to achieve effective control.

- To manage pest plant and disease control activities to minimise any
impact on native vegetation within the road reserve areas.

- To encourage the establishment and recovery of native vegetation within
road reserves.

Guidelines:

e lLandowners or land occupiers should get council permission before conducting
any pest plant or disease control within road reserve areas.

e Landowners or land occupiers must liaise with the Regional Authorised Officer
prior to conducting any pest plant and disease control within road reserve areas.

e C(Clearance of native vegetation must be kept to the minimum required for
effective pest plant and disease control.
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e If pruning of native vegetation is essential to provide access to pest plants, it is
acceptable to prune if kept to a minimum and it does not affect the overall
viability of the plant(s) involved.

e Spraying of declared plant species located adjacent native vegetation is allowed,
if acceptable herbicides are used according to the instructions provided by the
manufacturer and advice from the Regional Authorised Officer. Spot-spraying is
to be used to ensure a careful application of chemicals such that potential
impacts to native vegetation are avoided or minimised.

e Boom-spraying or broad-scale spraying amongst native vegetation requires
approval by the Native Vegetation Council Secretariat, DWLBC, and may require
the consent of the Native Vegetation Council through a clearance application.

e If entire native plants need to be removed in order to facilitate effect pest plant
control, or where significant damage to native roadside vegetation is likely (e.g.
non-selective spraying in mixed weeds/native vegetation), prior discussion with
and endorsement by the Native Vegetation Council Secretariat, DWLBC is
required. The Secretariat is able to approve clearance of a “non-sensitive”
nature, and will determine whether the proposed clearance is of a sufficiently
significant nature to warrant referral on to the Native Vegetation Council for
decision.

e Amongst dense native vegetation bushcare principles and methods should be
utilised to prevent damage to native vegetation. Care must be taken to minimise
soil disturbance and off-target effects on native vegetation (eg. trampling). See
Control of specific pest plants within the area below.

e The removal of tree saplings or more mature trees is not normally necessary for
pest control.

e Hand-held equipment is preferable to heavier machinery for pest plant control,
where pest plant control issues are localised, to minimise the impact on native
vegetation.

e Soil disturbance is to be minimised and where soil disturbance is unavoidable,
site monitoring should follow the initial control work to selectively eradicate pest
plants which might re-establish.

e The cultivation of road reserve areas as a means of pest plant control requires
permission from the council, and is usually only approved where there is an
associated long term plan to revegetate with native plant species.

Control of specific pest plants within the Council area

Control of pest plants should always be undertaken with advice from the Regional
Authorised Officer. The methods the Regional Authorised Officer uses and will
recommend are those that minimise any impact to native vegetation and are
appropriate for each individual case. It is to be remembered that the impact on native
vegetation will be far greater and last a lot longer if control of pest plants is not
undertaken.
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African Boxthorn control

Where African Boxthorn is growing with an understorey of native vegetation there are
a number of control options that are highly successful for both control of the target
plant and protection of the native vegetation. These include; cut and swab the target
plant, stem inject it or physically remove it. If neglected, African Boxthorn will form
dense impenetrable thickets that invade into pockets of native vegetation, especially
after disturbance. Large thickets of Boxthorn also provide refuge for vertebrate pests
such as foxes and rabbits.

Horehound, Innocent Weed, Caltrop, Khaki weed, Silverleaf nightshade,
Bathurst Burr, False Caper, Lincoln Weed, Cut leaf Mignonette and other small
sized pest plant control

When the target species is/are small and the non-target native species are large (eg
large shrubs or trees) spot spraying may be used for control dependent on suitable
weather conditions that eliminate potential spray drift onto native vegetation. Other
recommended control options are dependent upon a number of factors including
weather conditions, type and size of target species and the type and size of off target
species and the vulnerability of off target species to various herbicides.

Bridal Creeper

Bridal Creeper is viewed as one of the most prevalent weed species within the
Coorong District Council. The potential of this climber to impact upon native
vegetation is considered to be great as it replaces native vegetation by forming thick
root mats and dense canopies. This species also germinates faster than native
species and is therefore highly invasive. Control methods for Bridal Creeper are
managed through the distribution of bridal creeper rust fungus into infested areas. In
recognition of the serious threat Bridal Creeper poses control efforts are to focus on
areas of high quality native vegetation first (Category A and B).

Boneseed

Infestations occur around Tintinara and Yumali townships. A management and
awareness raising program is being undertaken for these infestations. Satellite
infestations occur in other areas. This weed is best controlled by hand-pulling and
using the cut and swab method.

Non-declared species (feral pine, Acacia saligna)

It is also important to note that plants other than scheduled pest plants can create
management problems on roadsides. These include pasture grasses and non-local
Australian native. While there is no legal requirement that these plants be controlled,
it is important that they be discouraged as they can increase the fire hazard as well
as replacing more valuable local natives.

Control of Specific Plant Disease within the Council area

An awareness and understanding of plant diseases such as Phytophthora and
Mundulla Yellows is a requirement for planning and implementing activities within the
road corridor.

Phytophthora

Management strategies are aimed at minimising the spread of Phytophthora to
ensure it remains localised and is not spread to surrounding uninfested areas. These
strategies should be appropriate to the vulnerability of the site and the proposed
activity. Contractors should also be required to adhere to these strategies. It is
important to recognise that management strategies can only be implemented
according to available resources.
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NOTE: Any sites where a Phytophthora infestation is suspected should be treated as
if the presence of Phytophthora has been confirmed at that site.

Management Strategies involve the following:

Modifying behaviour:
e Plan activities in advance
e Work in uninfested areas first before moving into infested areas
e Postpone activities in wet conditions
e Disturb the soil as little as possible

Controlling access
e Restrict movement of people, vehicles and equipment

Adopting hygiene procedures
e Washdown of vehicles, machinery, footwear
Travel only on designated roads and tracks
Ensure raw materials are free of Phytophthora
Ensure water and effluent does not drain towards vegetation
Do not remove water, soil or plant material from the infested area
Provision of washdown stations as appropriate

Ensuring awareness of Phytophthora
e Erect signs as appropriate
e Provide information on Phytophthora and its spread, as appropriate

Further information regarding Phytophthora is available from the Department of
Environment and Heritage.

Mundulla Yellows

Mundulla Yellows is a relatively recent plant die-back syndrome known to
predominantly affect eucalypt species. Mundulla Yellows was first discovered in the
southeast of South Australia and has since been recorded widely throughout the
state and has also been reported interstate. Eucalypts with Mundulla Yellows are
identifiable initially by the presence of small clusters of bright yellow leaves within the
tree canopy, followed by a slow deterioration in health, before death. The symptoms
exhibited by plants affected by Mundulla Yellows are similar to symptoms presented
due to other environmental factors, hence diagnosis can be difficult.

Hygiene guidelines for Mundulla Yellows are no longer necessary since it is believed
that Mundulla Yellows is being caused by a complex interaction of soil properties (i.e.
increased alkalinity and salinity, reduced water availability, increased compaction and
a few others) resulting in a deficiency of available iron, manganese and other
micronutrients to the plant.

Further information on Mundulla Yellows is available from the Department for
Environment and Heritage.
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2.8 Clearing along Fence lines

Under the Local Government Act 1999 (Section 221) landholders who want to clear
native vegetation, within the road reserve, for fence-line clearance require approval
from the council. The Coorong District Council recognises that landholders have a
reasonable right for vehicular access to their fence-lines, particularly for maintenance
and construction purposes. However, it is usual for the adjacent farmland to be
cleared and fences can be accessed from that side, without any impact on native
vegetation within the road reserve.

There are some instances where private land adjacent fence-lines does contain
native vegetation. Under Regulation 5(1)(s) (Native Vegetation Regulations 2003)
native vegetation may be cleared on landholders property if clearance is for the
purpose of providing a strip of cleared land of up to 5m in width to provide access for
maintenance of an existing fence or establishing a fence and;

1- the fence is reasonably required to control access by people or the
movement of animals; and

2- the clearance is required to give reasonable access to the fence and is
limited to the extent reasonably required to achieve that access; and

3- there is no other practicable alternative (including, in the case of a new

fence, to the position of the fence) that would involve no clearance or
the clearance of less vegetation or the clearance of vegetation that is
less significant or (if relevant) the clearance of vegetation that has
been degraded to a greater extent than the vegetation proposed to be
cleared.

Removal of roadside vegetation for fence-line clearance requires council approval.
Branches of trees protruding through or overhanging the fence from the road reserve
may be removed. Shrubs and bushes growing through the fence-line within the road
reserve may be removed if they are growing within one metre of the fence-line. The
council intends that all fence-line maintenance and construction by landholders is
conducted in a manner that minimises any potential impact on native vegetation.

Policy:

Council will ensure clearance of roadside vegetation along fence-lines complies
with Council policies and procedures and Native Vegetation Council guidelines.
Any approved clearance will be conducted using minimal impact techniques.

Objective:
- To enable landholders to gain appropriate access to fence lines for
maintenance and construction purposes.

- To ensure the potential impact on native vegetation within road
reserves for maintenance/ construction of fence lines is minimised.
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Guidelines:

Fence maintenance

Removal of any roadside vegetation for fence-line maintenance requires council
approval, following a formal application justifying the need for clearance to the
council.

The removal of limbs growing through or overhanging the fence will be
permitted. For mallee trees these branches should be cleanly cut off at the base
of the tree, not broken off. For other trees, limbs should be cut cleanly off at the
nearest major fork.

The removal of stumps on the actual fence-line will be permitted by council.

Where shrubs or bushes within the road reserve are growing through the fence-
line, council will allow those bushes growing within one metre of the fence-line to
be removed.

Where shrubs are to be removed from the base, minimal impact techniques
should be used to prevent soil disturbance.

Any native vegetation cut or cleared for fence-line clearance will need to be
removed from areas of native vegetation, not left lying within the road reserve.

Where the proposed clearance of roadside vegetation along fence-lines is in
excess of the above standards, or includes rare or threatened species (NPW Act
1972 Schedules or EPBC Act 1999) applications will be referred to the Native
Vegetation Council for formal approval.

Council Officers will ensure landholders have permission to remove native
vegetation and, if approval has not been granted, the matter will be referred to
the Native Vegetation Council.

Fence construction or replacement

Ploughing or grading of roadside vegetation will not be permitted.

Removal of any roadside vegetation for fence-line construction or replacement
requires council approval, following a formal application justifying the need for
clearance to the council.

Removal of vegetation for the purposes of construction or replacement will follow
those guidelines and standards presented above for Fence Maintenance.

Where the proposed clearance of roadside vegetation along fence-lines is in
excess of the above standards, or includes rare or threatened species (NPW Act
1972 Schedules or EPBC Act 1999) applications will be referred to the Native
Vegetation Council for formal approval.

Council Officers will ensure landholders have permission to remove native
vegetation and, if approval has not been granted, the matter will be referred to
the Native Vegetation Council.
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2.9 Property access

Clearance of native vegetation may be required by landowners to provide for access
or improved access to private properties. Proposed construction of driveways or
widening of driveways that would require the removal of native vegetation must be in
accordance with obligations under the Native Vegetation Act 1991 and along arterial
roads, DTEL.

The NVC’s booklet Guidelines for the Management of Roadside Vegetation outlines
clearance standards with regard to property access and the Coorong District Council
incorporates these standards within the current RVMP.

Constructing or widening driveways can potentially impact on significant and sizable
areas of native vegetation and council intends to manage property access
applications such that the clearance or disturbance of native vegetation is minimised.

Policy:

Council will ensure all vegetation clearance for property access complies with
Native Vegetation Council and local council guidelines. Any approved clearance
will be conducted using minimal impact techniques.

Objective:
- To enable landholders to gain appropriate access to private properties,
whilst keeping access to a minimum.
- To ensure the potential impact on native vegetation within both road
reserves and private property for property access is minimised.
Guidelines:

e The establishment of new property access points requires council approval.

If there is more than one option which will provide safe access, the option which
involves least disturbance of native vegetation should be selected.

e Unless there is no other option, additional access points will not be permitted on
road segments of Category 1, 2 or 3.

e  Where clearance of native vegetation is required, approval will only be given
where there will be an overall environmental gain eg appropriate revegetation is
undertaken. This may include revegetating suitable cleared sections of road
reserve.

e If the roadside vegetation has not yet been assigned to Category 1 — 6, a
vegetation survey must be undertaken by suitably qualified persons to assign the
vegetation present into these categories prior to undertaking any works.

e Vegetation trimmed or cleared and soil that has been removed is not to be
placed on the road reserve.

e  Where clearance of native vegetation is necessary to provide access to private
property, a clearance width of 5m is allowed for access by normal vehicles plus
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minimum clearance along the road reserve needed to provide adequate sight
distance. Minimum clearance for adequate sight distance is to be an area 5m
back from the intersection of the road and driveway extending to the road at a
point 50m on either side of the intersection. The distance along the road
required for adequate sight distance will be assessed more specifically on a
case by case basis with vegetation selectively removed within the area such that
only vegetation impairing sight distance is removed. Proposed clearance for
sight distance greater than 50m from the intersection will need to be assessed
by suitably qualified persons.

e  Where clearance of native vegetation is necessary to provide access to private
property, a clearance width of up to 10 metres is allowed for wider farm vehicles,
plus the minimum clearance along the road reserve needed to provide adequate
sight distance. Minimum clearance for adequate sight distance is to be an area
5m back from the intersection of the road and driveway extending to the road at
a point 50m on either side of the intersection. The distance along the road
required for adequate sight distance will be assessed more specifically on a
case by case basis with vegetation selectively removed within the area such that
only vegetation impairing sight distance is removed. Proposed clearance for
sight distance greater than 50m from the intersection will need to be assessed
by suitably qualified persons. Total clearance of vegetation for property access
can be from 5m back from the intersection to 5m either side of the intersection.

e Where the proposed clearance exceeds the minimum clearance widths as
described in the guidelines above, formal NVC approval for vegetation clearance
will be required.
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Figure 6: Vegetation clearance for property access and associated sight distance.

33



2.10 Bushfire hazard reduction

The Coorong District Council is required to manage vegetation within road reserves
to comply with its responsibility towards bushfire prevention under the Fire and
Emergency Services Act 2005, and to conserve native vegetation as required under
Native Vegetation Act, 1991.

Section 105G, of the Fire and Emergency Services Act 2005 requires that:
“(1) A council that has the care, control or management of land—
(a) in the country; or
(b) in a designated urban bushfire risk area,
must take reasonable steps—
(c) to prevent or inhibit the outbreak of fire on the land; and
(d) to prevent or inhibit the spread of fire through the land; and
(e) to protect property on the land from fire; and
(f) to minimise the threat to human life from a fire on the land”.

The Coorong District Council does currently undertake vegetation clearance for
bushfire hazard reduction as the risk of bushfire in the region is considered to be
high.

There is a current District Bushfire Prevention Plan for the Coorong area. An
objective of this plan is to provide community protection from fire whilst maintaining a
land management and environmental balance.

The following guidelines for the district are based upon the premise that undisturbed
native roadside vegetation will usually be less of a bushfire hazard than roadsides
with a mixture of native species and exotic species, particularly introduced grasses,
but that a planned approach is needed with fuel reduction at strategic sites to protect
assets.

Procedures incorporated within this RVMP incorporate the guidelines within
Guidelines for the Management of Roadside Vegetation, issued by the Native
Vegetation Council.

Policy:

Council will follow guidelines within this RVMP when planning and conducting fire
prevention activities.

Objective:
- To manage vegetation within road reserves to minimise the threat of
fire to life and property.
- To manage vegetation within road reserves for fire management to
conserve native vegetation and fauna.
Guidelines:
Fuelbreaks

e Where a road reserve containing established native vegetation adjoins cleared
farmland, any required fuelbreak should be established on the cleared land
rather than through clearance of native vegetation. Clearance on the road
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reserve should be the minimum needed to provide reasonable protection for the
fence (see Section 2.9).

No approval is required for clearing a 5m wide fire break on a roadside if it was
legally established in the previous year, or if no native vegetation is present.

Internal approval (by local council District Bushfire Prevention Officer or
Regional Prevention Officer of the CFS) is required for clearing a legally
established fire break if it was cleared prior to the previous year but before 5
years, and natural regeneration may have occurred since. Such firebreaks are to
be reviewed prior to clearance to see if they are in the appropriate location and
ensure the appropriate methodology (rolling, slashing), or whether the fuel break
should be located on adjacent cleared land, or whether the clearance width can
be reduced.

New breaks with a maximum of 20 m long across roadside, and not less than
500m apart, on previously cleared or areas without native vegetation such as
gateways, may also be approved internally, without the need to seek formal
NVC approval.

The preferred methods of maintaining fuelbreaks include slashing, mowing and
rolling. Soil disturbance should be minimised because of likely problems with
weed invasion and erosion.

Formal NVC approval for vegetation clearance will be required when any new
fuel reduction works involve clearance of roadside native vegetation, unless in
accordance with a District Bushfire Management Plan under the Fire and
Emergency Services Act 2005, or through an application to the CFS Regional
Prevention Officer under Native Vegetation Regulation 5(1)(a) (see
www.cfs.sa.gov.au ‘New Rules on Native Vegetation Management’).

Fuel Reduction Burning

Any burning of native vegetation within road reserves is considered to be
clearance under the Native Vegetation Act, 1991, and requires local council
approval and approval from the Native Vegetation Council.

If burning for fuel reduction is considered and approved, careful planning is
required to ensure there will be no loss of conservation significant species
through burning too frequently, or at the wrong time or intensity. Local CFS
authorities must be consulted.

A database is to be established so that burning for fuel reduction can be
monitored and managed.
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2.11 Grazing of roadsides

The practise of grazing stock in roadside vegetation is not common within the
Coorong District Council. Grazing within roadside vegetation is considered to be the
holding of livestock within road reserves for the purpose of feeding. Grazing can
significantly impact upon native vegetation by damaging mature native plants and
may result in the removal of seedlings. Other impacts include the transfer of weed
species to the roadside vegetation along with soil compaction and an altered soil
nutrient profile.

The council permits grazing in unused, cleared road reserves that are leased out to
private landholders; however, the council does not allow grazing of stock within
roadside vegetation and the guidelines outlined below reflect this and aim to prevent
grazing from impacting upon native vegetation. This viewpoint is in line with the
Native Vegetation Act 1991 where clearance approval is required for any grazing
(other than associated with droving) likely to cause damage to native roadside
vegetation.

Policy:

Council does not allow stock to graze within road reserves where native
vegetation is present.

Objective:
- To prevent any impact on roadside native vegetation from grazing of
stock.

Guidelines:

e Council Officers, together with LAP Officers and other natural resource
management officers, will ensure that no unauthorised grazing of stock is taking
place within roadside vegetation. Landholders will be reminded that this practise
is not allowed within the council area and appropriate action will be taken if
necessary.

e If Council Officers or others observe unauthorised stock grazing within roadside
vegetation, the matter will be reported to the General Inspector, Coorong District
Council.

e Following an assessment of a road reserve from a suitably qualified person,
Council will only issue permits for grazing by domestic livestock within road
reserves where no native shrub or understorey species are present, and there is
no evidence of recent or periodic regeneration of native plant species, and
grazing will aid in fuel reduction for fire prevention.

e Grazing (other than that associated with droving — see section 2.12) likely to
cause damage to native roadside vegetation, requires approval from the Native
Vegetation Council. or in the case where grazing is for bushfire prevention, the
CFS, as long as this activity is included within an approved Bushfire
Management Plan established under the Fire and Emergency Services Act
2005.

36



Appropriate signage must be placed an adequate distance from stock grazing
along roads, warning of the potential hazard — unless temporary fencing can be
erected that restricts stock to the roadside and prevents them moving onto the
carriageway.

Grazing of native vegetation on previously un-grazed leased roads requires
clearance approval from the Native Vegetation Council, as does any change in
grazing practice which increases the pressure on native vegetation (by either a
change in number, or species of stock). Where important native vegetation is
identified on leased roads, it should be protected through a management
agreement or through removal of the area from the lease.
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2.12 Movement of stock on roadsides

Movement of stock along roadsides occurs within the Coorong District Council. At
present, stock movement within the council area is usually restricted to short
distances between paddocks owned by a single landholder. It is uncommon for stock
to be moved great distances along roadsides as stock are usually moved long
distances using trucks.

In recognition of the potential for stock to graze and damage native vegetation within
road reserves, the following procedures have been established to minimise the
potential impact of stock movement to roadside vegetation.

Policy:

Council will allow the movement of stock in road reserves, where necessary,
provided stock movement is continuous, infrequent in occurrence and over
distances as short as possible.

Objective:
- Movement of stock within roadside vegetation is to be managed such
that grazing of roadside vegetation does not occur and areas of roadside
containing high quality vegetation are not disturbed.

Guidelines:

e  Council will educate landholders about the value of roadside vegetation and of
the potential impact stock grazing has on roadside vegetation.

e Landholders will be encouraged to locate stock movement routes to avoid
roadsides containing high quality vegetation where possible.

e  Council will discourage the movement of stock along roadsides with Category 1
or 2 vegetation except where there is no suitable alternative route.

e Council will advise landholders that stock movement is to be continuous such
that stock grazing will be minimal within road reserves.

e  Council will monitor stock movement in road reserves, with current policy subject
to review if stock movement within road reserves is found to be negatively
impacting on roadside vegetation.

e Appropriate signage must be placed an adequate distance from stock moving
along roads warning vehicles of the potential hazard.

e Where the movement of livestock is over a long distance, consultation shall be
held with Coorong District Council, the local Natural Resource Management
Authorized Officer, and the Native Vegetation Council Secretariat. Stock must be
kept moving at all times.
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2.13 Recreational access to road reserves

Under the Road Traffic Act, 1961 bicycles and horses are considered vehicles and
are hence entitled to use the road corridor.

When occurring within road reserves, recreational activities have the potential to
impact on areas containing native vegetation through physical damage to native
vegetation, transferring of weed species and soil compaction.

It is important that recreational activities are managed to minimise impacts upon
areas of high quality vegetation.

Discussions are to be initiated with relevant stakeholders (including local community
groups, Rural Watch, Transport SA, Police and Neighbourhood Watch) to help
discourage use of off-road vehicles (motorised) within road reserve areas.

Under the Native Vegetation Act, 1991, clearance approval is needed for any trail
development involving clearance of native vegetation.

Policy:

Council will restrict (or not permit) vehicular access to road reserves containing
native vegetation, to prevent damage to native vegetation.

Objective:
- To minimise the impacts of recreational activities on native roadside
vegetation.

Guidelines:

e Recreational events planned to take place within road reserve areas require
council permission (see Appendix 3).

e Encourage community awareness of the value of native vegetation and highlight
the need to avoid damage to native vegetation from recreational activities.

e Prepare a brochure for the community that identifies ways to enjoy recreational
activities whilst helping to preserve native vegetation within road reserves.

e Discussions are to be held with community groups that make use of road
reserve areas to help develop policies for each group to protect significant areas
of roadside vegetation.

e Any existing or new incursions within road reserve areas by unregistered and/or
unauthorised motorised vehicles should be determined and reported to the
General Inspector, Coorong District Council and the Police.

e The development of any recreational trails along road reserves must include
consultation with the local council and with the Native Vegetation Conservation
Secretariat where the trail would pass through or immediately alongside native
vegetation. Where establishment of trails will impact on areas of native
vegetation, the consent of the Native Vegetation Council must be obtained.
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2.14 Cropping of roadsides

Cropping of roadsides is an activity which will destroy any remaining native
vegetation within the area being cropped. The practise of cropping may also pose
issues of run-off from fertilisers and chemicals into adjacent areas of road reserve
and weed invasion into road reserve areas being cropped when the soil is bare for a
period of time. Weed invasion may also spread into adjacent road reserve areas.
Cropping may also cause occasional dust problems for passing vehicles.

Within the Coorong District Council some unused road reserve have previously been
leased out for cropping purposes. Cropping of roadsides is minimal and these areas
of road reserve have been leased to adjacent landholders for this activity and usually
occur within undeveloped road reserves. These leased road reserve areas have
usually had no native vegetation present prior to the lease for cropping being
granted. In these cases, leasing will continue to be an acceptable option. However,
the council is aware that areas of road reserves contain native vegetation of high
conservation significance and that these areas need to be protected.

Under the Native Vegetation Act, 1991, any clearance of native roadside vegetation
for cropping purposes requires clearance approval.

Policy:

Council will manage cropping of roadsides to protect the biodiversity values of
road reserve areas.

Objective:
- Toreview all current leasing arrangements for the purpose of cropping.

- To ensure no new cropping occurs within road reserves areas.
Guidelines:

e Landholders currently cropping in road reserve areas require ongoing
permission from the council.

e All lease arrangements for the purpose of cropping are to be reviewed. Where
cropping is occurring in an area containing significant native vegetation (as
assessed by a suitable qualified person), the lease arrangements will be
modified to ensure that the native vegetation is protected.

e New applications to crop areas of land within road reserve areas will not be
permitted.

e  Council will notify landholders with current leasing arrangements for the purpose
of cropping if the land will be required in the future for revegetation purposes.
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2.15 Removal of plant material

Removal of plant material from road reserves within the Coorong District Council
refers to removal of seed, flowers, living timber, branches, cuttings and dead timber
and branches. The collection and removal of any plant material from roadsides
requires approval from council under the Local Government Act 1999 and from DEH
under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972. Additional approval from the Native
Vegetation Council is required if proposed activities include live timber harvesting or
brush cutting and flower harvesting, and may be required if seed and fruit are to be
harvested for commercial purposes. The Coorong District Council views native
vegetation within road reserves as an important seed source of locally occurring
native species which is suitable for revegetation projects within the council area.
Furthermore, fallen timber is considered an important component of the habitat value
of roadside vegetation and does not permit removal of this material.

Policy:

Council will ensure that the removal of any plant material is conducted according
to the guidelines within this RVMP and that the appropriate permits have been
issued.

Objective:
- To manage the removal of plant material to conserve and sustain local
native species and habitat values within roadsides.

- To promote revegetation of low conservation areas with locally adapted
species.

Guidelines:

e  Collection of plant material within road reserve areas requires council approval
with applications (see Appendix 3) to include;

- Council application form
- Copy of the National Parks and Wildlife Act permit
- Copy of permit issued by NVC (if required)

e  Collection of firewood from both live and dead timber from the road reserve is
not permitted.

e The issue of permits for collecting plant material for commercial purposes will be
managed by council such that endangered, vulnerable and rare species are
conserved. To ensure council is fully informed about species of conservation
significance within the area, consultation with the local Bush Management
Adviser is recommended.

e Collection of plant material must be undertaken in accordance with the
conditions of the permit issued by DEH, NVC (if required), and additional
conditions stipulated by council.

e When sourcing material for revegetation works, material must be collected from
the nearest suitable location.
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2.16 Maintenance of vegetation diversity

The condition of roadside vegetation within the Coorong District Council varies from
Category 1 through to Category 6 (summarised in Section 1.6). In order to maintain
sections of roadside vegetation of high conservation value (Category 1 and 2) active
management by community groups is seen as a potential means of preserving
biological diversity and promoting regeneration of native species (“bushcare”).

Management of native vegetation within road reserves may include activities such as
low-impact weeding, controlled burning, fencing and rubbish collection. Bushcare
programs of this nature are organised by Trees For Life, however this organisation
does not currently operate within the council area. It is therefore necessary to
develop a similar approach within the council area and this may be facilitated by the
involvement of Coorong District Local Action Planning (LAP) group.

Policy:

Council will encourage the maintenance of vegetation diversity within road
reserves through the establishment of local community groups to undertake
restoration activities.

Objective:
- To initiate the establishment of local community groups to conduct
bushcare work within roadside vegetation of high conservation value to
aid in maintenance of vegetation diversity.

Guidelines:

e Council is to consult with the Coorong District LAP group to initiate the
establishment of local bushcare groups and projects.

e Any community groups established are to liaise with the Coorong District LAP
Officers to develop minimal impact techniques for conducting bushcare.

e  Community groups conducting bushcare should obtain council approval and
consult with Regional Authorised Officers regarding the control of pest plant and
animal species from within roadside reserves.

e Formal approval from the NVC will be required if proposed work involves the
lopping, burning or other disturbance of native vegetation.

e  Community groups and individuals interested in conducting bushcare within road
reserves will be encouraged to participate in any relevant workshops or training
courses. For information on suitable training courses contact organisations
including the Coorong District LAP, Trees For Life and Greening Australia.
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2.17 Management of vegetation of conservation significance

Some sections of road reserve within the Coorong District Council contain native
vegetation (individual plant species or vegetation communities) that is considered to
be of very high ecological and conservation value (Category 1 and 2). Furthermore,
some sections are considered to be representative of a vegetation community that
may be close to its pre-European condition (Category 1). In a council area that has
been extensively cleared for agricultural purposes, the importance of high quality
native vegetation remaining within roadsides is recognised and valued. A Roadside
Vegetation Survey will be conducted to identify segments of roadside vegetation that
are of high conservation and ecological value, not only for vegetation but as habitat
for important local indigenous fauna species. This survey will cover approximately
600 km of road within the Coorong District Council each year for a period of three
years. It is considered important that all areas of high conservation and ecological
value are identified and managed appropriately.

Policy:

Council will ensure roadside vegetation of conservation significance is identified
and managed for its protection.

Objective:
- To identify and manage roadside vegetation of high conservation and
ecological significance.

Guidelines:

e A Roadside Vegetation Survey is to be conducted on all unsurveyed roads to
establish all sections of high quality native vegetation, dependant upon available
funding (ie NVC Grant).

e Once completed, the Roadside Vegetation Survey will be formally adopted by
Council.

e Roadside Significant Sites (Category 1 and 2) proposed within the Roadside
Vegetation Survey are to have appropriate signage erected (Roadside Marker
Scheme), especially for the benefit of council staff and contractors, dependant
upon available funding (ie NVC Grant). Segments of roadside vegetation that
have been identified as Category 1 are of first priority, followed by Category 2.

e A database of all Roadside Significant Sites is to be established and maintained.

e  Council staff and contractors who undertake work within road reserves are to
undertake training programs to develop work procedures that ensure the
protection of Roadside Significant Sites.

e Roadside Significant Sites are to be highlighted as possible and desirable sites
for local community groups to conduct bushcare work within.

e  Community groups and individuals interested in conducting bushcare within road
reserves will be encouraged to participate in any relevant workshops or training
courses. For information on suitable training courses contact organisations
including the Coorong District LAP, Trees For Life and Greening Australia.

43



2.18 Rehabilitation

Some sections of roadside vegetation containing native vegetation have become
degraded such that some form of intervention is required to restore the area to its
original condition. These areas have been disturbed by a variety of factors including
vegetation clearance, pest animal and plant invasion, recreational activities, and road
widening and maintenance activities. The Coorong District Council is committed to
ensuring that activities conducted within roadsides are conducted in a manner
consistent with the procedures within this RVMP to minimise degradation of native
vegetation. Furthermore, areas disturbed in the past are to be rehabilitated where
possible. Council currently allows areas to rehabilitate through natural regeneration.

Policy:

Council will encourage the rehabilitation of suitable, degraded areas of road

reserve through natural regeneration of native plant species.

Objective:
- To re-establish native vegetation within degraded areas through natural
regeneration.

- To prevent further degradation within road reserves, and protect those
suitable areas where natural regeneration occurs.

Guidelines:

e Ensure all activities to be conducted within road reserves are conducted
according to the policies and guidelines contained within this RVMP.

e In order to facilitate natural regeneration of native plant species control of factors
including pest plant and animal species and illegal recreational activities are to
be undertaken where possible. These actions are to be conducted according to
the policies and guidelines contained within this RVMP.
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2.19 Revegetation

The road reserve areas within the Coorong District Council, which have been
extensively cleared in the past, could be revegetated. Council views revegetation as
an activity which can increase the amount of native vegetation within the area. While
some revegetation has occurred in the council area in the past, revegetation of
suitable areas will create additional habitat for wildlife and may initiate the linkage of
existing remnants of native vegetation. Other benefits include buffering existing
remnants of native vegetation, improving the visual amenity of an area, reducing the
risk of soil erosion and soil salinity and possibly to reduce fire risk. In the future, the
Coorong District Council can encourage revegetation within the area, with
consideration to council’s responsibilities in relation to road safety and bushfire
prevention requirements. Revegetation with native plant species is encouraged.
Guidelines for revegetation programs have been outlined within Guidelines for the
Management of Roadside Vegetation and council policy incorporates these
guidelines within this RVMP. Under the Local Government Act 1999, it is a
requirement for others intending to conduct revegetation programmes within road
reserves to obtain permission from local council.

Policy:

Council will encourage the revegetation of suitable, degraded areas of road
reserve utilising local native species with seed collected as close as possible to
the revegetation site with the intent to mimic pre-European vegetation
communities previously present in that area, in line with Council’s roadside
revegetation plan.

Objective:
- To revegetate suitable areas within roadside reserves to increase the
native vegetation present within roadsides.

- To enhance biodiversity values within road reserve areas.

- To only utilise local native species with seed collected as close as
possible to the revegetation site.

Guidelines:

e ltis a legal requirement that permission be sought from council, through written
application, for non-council revegetation projects to be undertaken. Council is to
provide written permission for suitable revegetation projects.

e Revegetation projects should be undertaken within priority areas. These include
the widest possible sections of roadside (>10m wide) which maximise the habitat
value gain, and reduce potential edge effects from exotic species. Other priority
areas may include areas devoid of native vegetation which are directly adjacent
areas of high conservation value. Revegetation in this case will provide a buffer
to existing good quality native vegetation. Revegetation projects are usually
unnecessary within roadside vegetation of Category 1, 2 and 3.
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A site assessment conducted by a qualified consultant or LAP Officer should be
undertaken prior to any revegetation work to ensure the proposed site is suitable
for such work.

Use of local seed and local species is encouraged for use in revegetation
projects. Collection of seeds should be undertaken according to the guidelines
within this RVMP. All seed or plants used for revegetation projects should be
from seed collected from naturally occurring areas of native vegetation of similar
soil type, slope and aspect as close as practicable to the area to be revegetated
(preferable within 10km).

Care is required to avoid damaging areas containing native grass species, which
may be difficult for non-experts to identify. It may also be inappropriate to plant
trees or shrubs within native grassland areas. Consultation with an expert may
be required.

Revegetation projects must not interfere with council’s responsibility to provide
for road safety. The line of sight of vehicles must not be restricted, nor greatly
reduce road visibility and should not pose any other hazards to road users, in
line with Council’s roadside revegetation plan.

Replanting near powerlines must comply with the legislation and guidelines of
the ETSA Corporation.

For larger scale projects, direct seeding using locally collected native seeds may
prove more cost effective and efficient for covering large areas. This method is
more suited to areas devoid of native vegetation.

Tubestock planting is more suited to revegetating smaller areas for immediate
results, where the site is difficult to reach with a direct seeding machine or in
areas which contain existing native vegetation.

Council may work together with the Coorong District LAP when planning and
conducting revegetation programmes.

Community groups and individuals interested in conducting revegetation within
road reserves will be encouraged to participate in any relevant workshops or
training courses. For information on suitable training courses contact
organisations including the Coorong District LAP and Greening Australia.
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2.20 Sand Drift

Sand drifting into road reserves from adjacent agricultural land is a minor
environmental issue for the Coorong District Council. Sand drift is created by sand
generally drifting into road reserves from privately owned paddocks which are
predominantly used for cropping purposes. Issues for native vegetation within road
reserves as a result of sand drift include the smothering of understorey plants which
may subsequently die and severe sand drift may cause mature overstorey plants to
degrade in the long term. Sand drift can also prevent regeneration of plant species
and can cause a reduction in the available habitat for fauna. Other issues include
sand blasting of plants which can cause physical damage during strong winds.

Policy:

Council will encourage land holders to utilise best land management practices to

minimise the potential for future sand drift into road reserves.

Objective:
- To minimise the impact of sand drift on native vegetation within road
reserves.

- To maintain biodiversity values within road reserve areas.
Guidelines:

e Landholders are to be encouraged to change their land management practices
to reduce sand from drifting into road reserve areas.

e Revegetation of areas where the sand is coming from, either with fast growing
native species or some form of permanent pasture or fodder crop will help to
hold soil together. Liaison with relevant land holders will be required.

e Where sand drift into road reserves is recent, physical removal taking care to
avoid further damage to native plants may be an option, dependant upon
resources. Large earth moving equipment should not be used in areas
containing native vegetation, but may be utilised in areas containing no native
understorey plants and widely spaced overstorey trees (avoiding damage to root
systems) or areas with no native vegetation. Note that machinery may also
impact on reptile burrow habitat. In areas containing native vegetation manual
removal using shovels is the preferred method. This is timely and may not be a
feasible option.

e Areas of past sand drift showing signs of plant regeneration should be left to
regenerate.

e Any sand removed from road reserves or road carriageways should be moved to
a site and revegetated to prevent it from being blown away. It should not be
moved into areas containing native vegetation.
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2.21 Movement of Farm Machinery along Road Reserves

Movement of farm machinery such as rollers along roadsides poses a significant risk
to roadside vegetation by damaging and potentially destroying both mature and
seedling plant species. Other risks may include the transfer of weed species to the
roadside vegetation along with soil compaction.

The Council discourages the movement of farm machinery along roadsides and
strongly encourages machinery owners to transport machinery along the road
carriageway using approved transport methods.

Under the Native Vegetation Act 1991, clearance approval is needed from the Native
Vegetation Council for the movement of farm machinery over roadside native
vegetation where that movement is likely to cause significant damage to the
vegetation.

Policy:

Council discourages the movement of farm machinery along roadsides.

Objective:

- To prevent any impact on roadside native vegetation from the movement
of farm machinery and associated damage.

Guidelines:

e Council Officers, together with LAP Officers and other natural resource
management officers, will ensure that no unauthorised movement of farm
machinery is taking place within road reserves. Landholders will be reminded
that this practice is not allowed within the council area and appropriate action will
be taken if necessary.

e If Council Officers or others observe unauthorised movement of farm machinery
within road reserves, the matter will be reported to the General Inspector,
Coorong District Council, and in cases where native vegetation has been
damaged, the Native Vegetation and Biodiversity Management Unit, DWLBC.

e  Permission should be sought from Council to move any farm machinery along a
roadside. Movement of farm machinery will only be allowed to occur where
existing routes exist and there is no native vegetation.

e The movement of farm machinery across a road carriageway is allowed where
there is an existing driveway and/or gate directly opposite each other.
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3. Risk Assessment and Management

A risk assessment was conducted to identify the key threats to roadside vegetation
and their likelihood of occurring in order to develop appropriate control measures to
minimise or eliminate the risk. The results are presented in Table 1 (with Tables 2, 3,
and 4 providing explanations of ratings used in Table 1).

A roadside management matrix that identifies actions or activities that are acceptable
for different categories of roadside vegetation, and the necessary control measures
to protect vegetation, is presented in Table 5

Table 1. Risk assessment of threats to native roadside vegetation.
See Table 2 for an explanation of Severity ratings and Table 3 for an explanation of

Likelihood ratings. The level of Risk combines both the Severity and Likelihood
ratings with the matrix used presented in Table 4.

Activity / . T .
v Hazard Consequence | Severity Likelihood | Risk
Issues
removal/ Disastrous Likely High
destruction/
damage of native
excessive vegetation
Road movement of
Construction equipment soil disturbance and | Severe Likely High
through native removal of soil seed
vegetation bank
removal of habitat Severe Likely High
including hollows
destruction or Major Likely Medium
. . damage to native
lacing gradin .
Eill outgige 9 plants (smothering)
formation soil disturbance and | Major Likely Medium
Road turning grader ;irggl\)/::@f soil
Maintenance in roadside
movement of spread of or Major Likely Medium
introduction of pest
grader along | )
roads plant species or
soil-borne pests and
diseases
pruning in damage to native Minor Unlikely Medium
excess of vegetation
Verge standards
Maintenance plant removal in | removal of native Major Unlikely Medium
excess of vegetation
standards
creation of new ;?nn;?r\:::ii]gaor?igﬁv/e Disastrous Rare Medium
Borrow pits/ rs1l|tgehs in areas of plants
Stockpile sites conservation . .
significance removal of soil and Severe Rare Medium
soil seed bank
equipment clearance / damage | Major Unlikely Medium
operating within | of native vegetation
road reserves
containing spread of or Severe Likely High
i native introduction of pest
Utilities vegetation plant species or
soil-borne pests and
insensitive diseases
methods used
to maintain soil disturbance / Major Likely Medium
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Activity /

I Hazard Consequence | Severity Likelihood | Risk
ssues
services removal
damage to mature Minor Likely Medium
native vegetation
Rabbits Grazing
destruction of Major Likely Medium
seedlings
clearance / Major Unlikely Medium
disturbance of
native vegetation
Pest animal ripping of rabbit
control warrens soil disturbance Major Rare Medium
establishment of Major Rare Medium
pest plant species
competition with | native plant species
Weed invasion native plant replaced by pest Severe Virtually Certain | High
species plant species
overspray
herbici .
Pest plant sgillljazge destruction or . . . .
control damage to native Major Unlikely Medium
. plants
slashing of
native
vegetation
pruning of damage to native Minor Likely Medium
native vegetation
vegetation
smothering of native | Minor Unlikely Medium
. understorey
Elzr:r)ae nhcnee vegetation
excessive removal of native Major Unlikely Medium
clearance of vegetation
native
vegetation soil disturbance Severe Unlikely Medium
pruning of damage to native Minor Likely Medium
native vegetation
vegetation
smothering of native | Minor Unlikely Medium
understorey
Property access vegetation
excessive removal of native Major Unlikely Medium
clearance of vegetation
native
vegetation soil disturbance Severe Unlikely Medium
excessive removal / damage Major Rare Medium
clearance / of native vegetation
slashing/
mowing for fire
breaks
Bushfire hazard | inappropriate loss of threatened Disastrous Virtually Medium
reduction burn regime for | plant species impossible
fuel reduction
excessive loss of habitat for Minor Rare Low
firewood fauna
collection for
fuel reduction
grazing of stock | damage / removal Minor Unlikely Medium
within roadside | of native plant
Stock grazing vegetation species
soil disturbance Minor Rare Low
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Activity /

I Hazard Consequence | Severity Likelihood | Risk
ssues
spread of pest plant | Major Rare Medium
species
altered soil nutrient Minor Rare Low
profile
movement of damage / removal Minor Unlikely Medium
stock within of native plant
roadside species
vegetation
Stock soil disturbance Minor Rare Low
movement spread of pest plant | Major Rare Medium
species
altered soil nutrient Minor Rare Low
profile
walking damage / removal Minor Unlikely Medium
of native plant
bike riding species
horse riding soil disturbance Minor Unlikely Medium
Recreation
trail bikes and spread of pest plant | Minor Unlikely Medium
other off-road species or soil-
vehicles borne pests and
diseases
cultivation of increased dust Negligible Unlikely Low
crops
run-off of fertiliser Minor Virtually Low
Cropping and chemicals to impossible
non-target areas
weed invasion Minor Likely Medium
Removal of over-collection local extinction of Severe _\/irtually Medium
plant material threaf[ened plant impossible
species
Inappropriate loss of intact Major Rare Medium
planting (eg vegetation
Revegetation trees planted associations
within native
grasslands)
drifting of sand smothering / death Severe Rare Medium
Sand drift into road of native plants
reserves
damage / removal Severe Likely High

Movement of
farm machinery

Movement of
farm machinery
within road
reserves

of native plant
species

soil disturbance

spread of pest plant
species
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Table 2. Severity of consequences (as used in Table 1).

Severity

Description of Environmental Consequences’

Negligible

No demonstrable or measurable effect.

Minor

Few plants affected. No damage to threatened species or
vegetation of conservation significance. No long-term damage
to vegetation.

Major

Significant numbers of plants killed. Limited damage to
threatened species or vegetation of high conservation
significance or moderate damage to vegetation of lower
conservation significance. Damage reversible in less than five
years.

Severe

Substantial damage to vegetation. Moderate damage to
threatened species or vegetation of high conservation
significance or severe damage to vegetation of lower
conservation significance. Eventual recovery possible, but not
necessarily to the same pre-incident conditions.

Disastrous

Irreversible and irrecoverable changes to areas of vegetation,
with little prospect of recovery to pre-incident conditions.
Extensive damage to and loss of vegetation of high
conservation significance, possibly loss of threatened species.

'Based on impacts to good quality native vegetation.

Table 3. Likelihood of occurrence of damage (as used in Table 1).

Likelihood

Qualitative description of exposure

Virtually Impossible | Has almost never occurred, but conceivably could

Rare Has occurred but only a few times
Unlikely Occurs, but not likely
Likely Likely to occur

Virtually Certain

Can be expected to occur more than once and includes
continuous impact
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Table 4. Risk matrix (as used in Table 1).

LIKELIHOOD OF CONSEQUENCE
Virtually Rare Unlikely Likely Virtually
Impossible Certain
Negligible
Effect LOW LOW LOW LOW LOW
u_c'"j Minor Effect LOW LOW MEDIUM | MEDIUM | MEDIUM
z
?_% Major Effect MEDIUM | MEDIUM | MEDIUM | MEDIUM
E% Severe Effect | MEDIUM | MEDIUM | MEDIUM
w
> Z | Disastrous
%8 Effect MEDIUM | MEDIUM
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Table 5. Roadside management matrix.

Definition Overall Significance / Management Category
1 2 3 4 5 6
1. Value Very high value High value High value Moderate value Low value Unknown value

2. Restrictions

Many restrictions
apply

Restrictions apply

Restrictions apply

Some restrictions
apply

Few restrictions apply

Restrictions may apply
subject to an
assessment of the site

Activity

Roadside Management Restrictions

Road construction

Avoid

Native Vegetation
Council to be
consulted

Avoid

Native Vegetation
Council to be
consulted

Limit

Native Vegetation
Council to be
consulted

Native Vegetation
Council to be
consulted

Native Vegetation
Council to be
consulted

Native Vegetation
Council to be
consulted

Road maintenance

Avoid if possible

Minimal disturbance
methods only

Avoid if possible

Minimal disturbance
methods only

Minimal disturbance
methods only

Minimal disturbance
methods only

Minimal disturbance
methods only

Minimal disturbance
methods only

Verge maintenance

Minimal disturbance
methods only

Minimal disturbance
methods only

Minimal disturbance
methods only

Minimal disturbance
methods only

Minimal disturbance
methods only

Minimal disturbance
methods only

Borrow pits / Not permitted Not permitted Avoid Select site with care. Select site with care. Assessment required
Stockpiling

Native Vegetation Native Vegetation

Council Secretariatto | Council Secretariat to

be consulted if be consulted if

removal of native removal of native

vegetation is required. | vegetation is required.
Service installation Avoid Avoid Avoid Select site with care Select site with care. Assessment required

Native Vegetation
Council Secretariat to
be consulted if

Native Vegetation
Council Secretariat to
be consulted if

Native Vegetation
Council Secretariat to
be consulted if

Native Vegetation
Council Secretariat to
be consulted if

Native Vegetation
Council Secretariat to
be consulted if
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removal of native
vegetation is required.

removal of native
vegetation is required.

removal of native
vegetation is required.

removal of native
vegetation is required.

removal of native
vegetation is required.

Service maintenance

Minimal disturbance
methods only

Native Vegetation
Conservation Section
to be consulted if
maintenance
clearance is in excess
of standards

No vehicle access

Minimal disturbance
methods only

Native Vegetation
Conservation Section
to be consulted if
maintenance
clearance is in excess
of standards

No vehicle access

Minimal disturbance
methods only

Native Vegetation
Conservation Section
to be consulted if
maintenance
clearance is in excess
of standards

No vehicle access

Rehabilitation plan
required

Native Vegetation
Conservation Section
to be consulted if
maintenance
clearance is in excess
of standards

No vehicle access

No restrictions

Work within approved
standard operating
procedures or
guidelines of RVMP

Assessment required

Pest animal control Regulated Regulated Regulated Regulated Regulated Regulated
Liaise with appropriate | Liaise with appropriate | Liaise with appropriate | Liaise with appropriate | Liaise with appropriate | Liaise with appropriate
NRM Group NRM Group NRM Group NRM Group NRM Group NRM Group

Pest plant control Regulated Regulated Regulated Regulated Regulated Regulated

Liaise with appropriate

Liaise with appropriate

Liaise with appropriate

Liaise with appropriate

Liaise with appropriate

Liaise with appropriate

NRM Group NRM Group NRM Group NRM Group NRM Group NRM Group
Clearing along fence | Avoid Avoid Avoid Regulated Regulated Regulated
lines

Regulated Regulated Regulated Clearance beyond

guidelines requires

Clearance beyond Clearance beyond Clearance beyond Native Vegetation

guidelines requires guidelines requires guidelines requires Council approval

Native Vegetation Native Vegetation Native Vegetation

Council approval Council approval Council approval
Clearing for property | Avoid Avoid Avoid Regulated Regulated Regulated
access

Regulated Regulated Regulated Clearance beyond

Clearance beyond
guidelines requires
Native Vegetation
Council approval, and
if along arterial roads,
Transport SA

Clearance beyond
guidelines requires
Native Vegetation
Council approval, and
if along arterial roads,
Transport SA

Clearance beyond
guidelines requires
Native Vegetation
Council approval, and
if along arterial roads,
Transport SA

guidelines requires
Native Vegetation
Council approval
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Fuelbreaks for
bushfire hazard
reduction

Avoid

Subject to guidelines
and approved
management plans

Avoid

Subject to guidelines
and approved
management plans

Avoid

Subject to guidelines
and approved
management plans

Only if absolutely
necessary

Subject to guidelines
and approved
management plans

No restrictions in
areas void of native
vegetation.

Subject to guidelines
and approved
management plans

Only if absolutely
necessary

Subject to guidelines
and approved
management plans

Fuel reduction
burning

Avoid

Avoid

Avoid

Only if absolutely
necessary

Regulated

Liaise with CFS

Only if absolutely
necessary

Liaise with CFS

Firewood collection

Not permitted

Not permitted

Not permitted

Not permitted

Not permitted

Not permitted

Stock grazing

Not permitted

Not permitted

Not permitted

Not permitted

Not permitted

Not permitted

Stock movement

Avoid if possible

Avoid if possible

Avoid if possible

Avoid if possible

Avoid if possible

Avoid if possible

Recreation Use of off-road Use of off-road Use of off-road Use of off-road Use of off-road Use of off-road
vehicles not permitted | vehicles not permitted | vehicles not permitted | vehicles regulated vehicles regulated vehicles regulated
Work within guidelines | Work within guidelines
of RVMP for other of RVMP for other
recreational activities recreational activities
Cropping Regulated Regulated Regulated Regulated Regulated Assessment required

New applications not
permitted

New applications not
permitted

New applications not
permitted

New applications not
permitted

Work within guidelines
of RVMP

Removal of plant
material

Regulated

National Parks and
Wildlife Act permit
required

May require NVC
consent

Regulated

National Parks and
Wildlife Act permit
required

May require NVC
consent

Regulated

National Parks and
Wildlife Act permit
required

May require NVC
consent

Regulated

National Parks and
Wildlife Act permit
required

May require NVC
consent

Regulated

National Parks and
Wildlife Act permit
required

Regulated

National Parks and
Wildlife Act permit
required

May require NVC
consent

Maintenance of
vegetation diversity

NVC approval
required if any
disturbance to native
vegetation is required

NVC approval
required if any
disturbance to native
vegetation is required

Not undertaken

Not undertaken

Not undertaken

Assessment required
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Revegetation Avoid Avoid Avoid Regulated Regulated Regulated
Open areas only — Revegetation with Assessment required
avoid native grass local native species
areas suitable

Site marking Mark and add to Mark and add to Not marked unless Not marked unless Not marked Assessment required

database of roadside
significant sites

database of roadside
significant sites

threatened species
present

threatened species
present

Movement of farm
machinery

Avoid if possible

Avoid if possible

Avoid if possible

Avoid if possible

Avoid if possible

Avoid if possible
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4. Implementation of RVMP

To ensure that all proposed activities to be conducted within road reserves comply
with the Native Vegetation Act 1991 it is imperative that there is an internal
assessment and approval process. This RVMP outlines the process for internal
assessment and approval to be followed. In cases where a routine activity is
occurring in a consistent manner and is explicitly defined within the RVMP, ongoing
compliance may be achieved through the endorsement of a standard set of
guidelines. However, some activities conducted within road reserves may vary in
their potential impact on roadside vegetation. In these cases, each application must
be assessed with specific approval required.

The following flow table illustrates the process council should follow for an
assessment and approval process for activities that may impact upon roadside
vegetation.

Table 6. Roadside activity approval procedure.

Action How
1 Determine the potential impact of the activity e Refer to the Risk Assessment Guidelines
to native vegetation within the specific road and Management Issues sections within this
reserve area. RVMP.

e Consult a native vegetation expert.

e Visit the site where the activity is to be
conducted.

¢ Review existing methods/guidelines/permits

U

o | Determine the level of approval required. e Refer to the Roadside Management Matrix
within this RVMP.

e Refer to Vegetation Assessment and
Approval guidelines (Table 8).

U

| None ‘ Internal ‘ External |
3 . .
Determine the constraints e Refer to the Roadside Management Matrix
and controls for the specific and Management Issues sections within this
activity. RVMP.
¢ Refer to Roadside Significant Site Database.
4 .
Issue advice as to whether the request is e Issue permit or letter with written instructions
approved or denied. or constraints.
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Job Environmental Analysis Checklist

Completion of a Job Environmental Analysis (JEA) checklist for road works (high
impact or high risk projects) will be useful for ensuring that the appropriate steps for
assessing the risk of damage to roadside vegetation are undertaken. Identifying
potential risks prior to undertaking the task will enable specific actions to be
implemented that will eliminate or reduce the risk of damaging native vegetation. The
checklist presented below incorporates three stages involved in undertaking projects;

planning, undertaking the task and project completion.

Table 7. Job environmental analysis.

Job Type Job Description

Road Construction

Road Maintenance

Verge Maintenance

Service Install/Maintenance

Animal & Plant Control

Revegetation

Other

Location

Road Name:

Section:

Road Number:

Length (km):

From:

To:

Project Manager/Supervisor:

Department/Contractor undertaking work:

Start Date:

Finish Date:

Action / Quantity

PLANNING

Will there be any deviation from the existing
alignment?

Will the road formation be widened?

=  Will the new alignment and cross-section alter
the existing safety Clearance Envelope for
vegetation?

Will the new alignment and cross-section alter the
existing safety Clearance Envelope for vegetation?

Will services need relocation?

Does the site have any roadside vegetation?

Does adjacent land have any native vegetation?

Is any native vegetation clearance required?

What is its conservation value / management
category?

Is vegetation clearance consistent with RVMP?

59



Action / Quantity

Are there any rare or threatened species present?

What native vegetation protection is required?

What approval for vegetation clearance is
required?

Are there any special restrictions or requirements
for undertaking work in this area?

Has the area of vegetation disturbance been
identified and marked on site?

Are there any proclaimed weed species present?
= What control is required?

Are weed or disease control measures required in
this area (ie. vehicle hygiene requirements)

Are there any proclaimed animal species present?
=  What control is required?

Are vehicle turnouts required?

=  Have suitable vehicle turnouts sites been
identified?

Is any stripping of vegetation and topsoil
required?

Are stockpile or staging areas required?

= Have suitable stockpile or staging areas been
identified?

Is there a natural watercourse in the vicinity?
= What protection is required?

Will this activity result in the alteration to drainage?

= Have alterations to drainage been
considered?

= Have the appropriate steps been taken to
minimise the impact of drainage alterations on
roadside vegetation?

= Have appropriate spoil management practices
been chosen to minimise vegetation
disturbance?

Will this activity result in the generation of
sediment?

= Have the appropriate steps been taken to
minimise the impact of sedimentation on
roadside vegetation?

Are traffic management measures required?
=  Will they impact roadside vegetation?

= Have the appropriate steps been taken to
minimise the impact on roadside vegetation?

Is any extraction of raw material (eg. fill, gravel,
water) required?

Have all project personnel (including contractors)
received the appropriate environmental training for
the task?

Are rehabilitation or revegetation measures
required?
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Action / Quantity

UNDERTAKING TASK

Has the task footprint or activity zone been
identified or marked on site?

Have significant vegetation sites with a buffer area
(25m) been flagged off to prevent disturbance?

Are adequate vehicle hygiene practices being
followed?

Are weather conditions being taken into account
when undertaking specific activities (eg. spraying,
grading)?

TASK COMPLETION AND ASSESSMENT

Were any areas outside the activity zone cleared?

Were the designated vehicle turnouts/stockpile
sites used?

Were appropriate vehicle hygiene practices
followed?

Was the impact of drainage alterations on
roadside vegetation kept to a minimum?

Was the impact of sedimentation on roadside
vegetation kept to a minimum?

Have appropriate site clean-up or rehabilitation
activities been carried out?

Checklist completed by:

Position/Title:

Date:
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4.1 Roles and Responsibilities

In order for policies and guidelines within this RVMP to be followed and implemented
it is necessary to identify those staff responsible for specific aspects of this plan.

The Manager Asset Services, Coorong District Council is to be responsible for
maintaining the RVMP, including any updates which reflect any relevant
organisational or legislative changes that may occur. Completion of any reporting and
review of the RVMP is also the responsibility of the Manager Asset Services,
Coorong District Council.

When the works crew is working in the field the Work’s Supervisor will be responsible
for ensuring all projects are being conducted in accordance with the guidelines within
this plan and any updates. The Work’s Supervisor must also ensure prior approval
has been given by the Manager Asset Services, Coorong District Council, where
required.

The Coorong District Local Action Planning Group will be responsible for ensuring all
community groups known to be working within areas of roadside vegetation are
compliant with the relevant RVMP guidelines and any updates.

Assistance regarding the implementation of this plan may be sought from the local
Bush Management Advisor, DEH, Regional Investigator, DEH and the NVC
Secretariat.
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4.2 Training and Education

It is recognised that for council’s policy regarding native vegetation within road
reserves to be upheld, anyone conducting work or activities within road reserves
must be familiar with the relevant guidelines. As such, all council staff who work on
roads and within road reserves must be up to date on relevant policies and
procedures, as well as local land holders, local community groups, contractors, local
service providers and anyone else accessing road reserves.

With such a wide variety of works / activities that are conducted within road reserves
there is a requirement for a combined approach in regards to education and training.
The council will work in conjunction with several groups including the Coorong
District Local Action Planning group, the Mallee and Coorong NRM Group, the South
East Northern NRM Group, local CFS, Department for Environment and Heritage
(Berri or Mt Gambier) and local community groups. Combined, the council aims to
work with each group to promote an understanding of the policy and guidelines within
the RVMP. Each group can then, in turn, contribute to the education of landholders
with regard to the council guidelines for activities conducted within road reserves.

Within council, all staff that work on roads and within road reserves will be required to
become familiar with all aspects of the RVMP. It is intended that a series of
workshops will be conducted for council staff to become familiar with the RVMP.
These workshops will be held following formal approval of this plan by the Native
Vegetation Council. It is the responsibility of the Manager Asset Services, Coorong
District Council, to ensure any new staff become familiar with the plan and that all
staff are made aware of any updates incorporated into the plan. Once council staff
are familiar with the RVMP they will be able to liaise with and educate the general
public regarding specific issues as appropriate whilst working within the council area.

Further to workshops held for council staff there are a number of organisations that
provide environmental training suitable for council works staff. These include the
following native vegetation information and training packages and may be suitable for
some staff members:

Environmental Management for Roadside Maintenance Activities
Environmental Training Program for Road Maintenance Workers
Civil Construction Skills and Technology Centre

Contact: Peter Kirvan

Ph: 8262 8066

Fax: 8262 7991

Email: kirvanp@civilskills.com.au

Where external contractors / groups / individuals intend to conduct work / activities
within road reserves, council will provide copies of the relevant council policy and
guidelines when an application to undertake work within road reserves is approved. A
further approach will be to produce a series of brochures or fact sheets that will be
readily available to promote adherence to the council guidelines relating to specific
issues which will be released at relevant times throughout the year for distribution.

63



4.3 Vegetation Assessment and Approval

The process for assessing clearance proposals and determining the level of approval required is outlined in Table 8. Criteria have been
established to determine what assessment is required and when referral to the Native Vegetation Council may be necessary. The Table

includes each of the vegetation-affecting activities addressed by this plan.

Table 8. Vegetation assessment and approval guidelines.

Note: Any activity requiring external assessment / approval also requires internal assessment / approval.

Activity Section Assessment / approval requirement
None Internal External (NVC / DEH / APCB
/ CFS)

Road construction Section 2.1 If all work occurs in an area Very minor and localised Construction of new roads that
devoid of native vegetation. clearance, including pruning of will require the removal of

(construction, major widening branches or removal of one or native vegetation (NVC).

and realignments) two tree saplings or shrubs which

are listed as common in the area.

Road maintenance Section 2.2 If work occurs within NVC Minor clearance as defined in the | Any clearance of vegetation
approved ‘maintenance endorsed RVMP. outside of the NVC approved

(patrol grading, vegetation envelope’. ‘maintenance envelope’

trimming, pavement re-sheeting) (NVC).

Verge maintenance Section 2.3 If work occurs within NVC Any clearance of vegetation
approved ‘maintenance outside of the NVC approved
envelope’. ‘maintenance envelope’

(NVCQC).

Borrow pits / Stockpile Section 2.4 If old borrow pits / stockpile sites | If old borrow pits / stockpile sites | Any clearance of native

sites are to be reused and which are to be reused and are within vegetation within roadsides of
contain no native vegetation, and | vegetation of Category 1 — 3. Category 1 — 3 vegetation for
are surrounded by vegetation of the construction of new borrow
Category 4 or 5. If new borrow pits / stockpile pits / stockpile sites (NVC).

sites are to be created within
vegetation of Category 4 or 5.
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Activity Section Assessment / approval requirement
None Internal External (NVC / DEH / APCB
/ CFS)
Installation and Section 2.5 If no native vegetation is to be If native vegetation is to be Any clearance of native
maintenance of utilities disturbed disturbed within vegetation of vegetation within roadsides of
Category 4 or 5. Category 1 — 3 vegetation is
required (NVC).
Pest animal control Section 2.6 If no native vegetation is present | Minor clearance based on low All pest animal control work
based on previous assessment. off-target damage risk (eg (NRM authorised officer —
selective control using low impact | consultation only).
methods) within vegetation of
Category 4 or 5. All but minor clearance as
defined in the endorsed RVMP
Rabbit baiting programmes (NVC).
where native vegetation is
present. Large control programs
involving high off-target
damage risk (NVC).
Pest plant (weed) control | Section 2.7 If no native vegetation is present | Minor clearance based on low All pest plant control work
based on previous assessment. off-target damage risk (eg (NRM authorised officer —
selective control using low impact | consultation only).
methods) within vegetation of
Category 4 or 5. All but minor clearance as
defined in the endorsed RVMP
(NVC).
Large control programs
involving high off-target
damage risk (NVC).
Fence-line clearance Section 2.8 If no vegetation is to be removed | If vegetation is to be removed Any clearance exceeding

from the road reserve side of the
fence.

from the road reserve within 1m
of existing fence-line and no
plants of conservation
significance are likely to be

approved standard as defined
in the endorsed RVMP (NVC).
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Activity

Section

Assessment / approval requirement

None

Internal

External (NVC / DEH / APCB
| CFS)

affected based on previous
assessment.

Property access

Section 2.9

If no native vegetation is present
bases on previous assessment.

Maximum 5m wide (normal
vehicle access), 20m wide
(machinery) if native vegetation
is present of Category 4 and 5.

Any clearance exceeding
approved standard as defined
in the endorsed RVMP (NVC).

Bushfire hazard reduction

(fuelbreaks, fuel reduction
burning, firewood collection)

Section 2.10

If a 5m firebreak has been legally
established and cleared in the
previous year.

If no native vegetation is present
based on previous assessment.

If a 5m firebreak has been legally
established and cleared prior to
previous year but before 5 years,
and natural regeneration may
have since occurred, and there is
no adjacent cleared land. If
adjacent land is cleared of native
vegetation, review an appropriate
location and method (rolling,
slashing etc) for fire break by
local council Bushfire Prevention
Officer (or Regional Prevention
Officer SA CFS).

In high bushfire areas, new
breaks maximum 20 m long
across roadside, not < 500m
apart, on previously cleared or
areas without native vegetation
such as gateways.

Any other proposed clearance
for fire prevention needs
approval from NVC, unless in
accordance with a District
Bushfire Management Plan, or
through an application to the
CFS Fire Prevention Officer.

Grazing of roadsides

Section 2.11

If no native vegetation is present
based on previous assessment.

Approval required where the
proposed location contains native
vegetation. Applications to be
rejected.
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Activity Section Assessment / approval requirement
None Internal External (NVC / DEH / APCB
/ CFS)

Movement of stock on Section 2.12 If moving along roadsides with no | As defined in the endorsed

roadsides native vegetation. RVMP.

Recreation Section 2.13 If walking. If horse-riding.

Cropping of roadsides Section 2.14 As defined in the endorsed

RVMP.
Removal of plant material | Section 2.15 As defined in the endorsed Removal of live timber other
RVMP. than for roadside

management, and flower
harvesting (NVC).
Removal of any living plant
material (including seeds)
(DEH).

Maintenance of Section 2.16 Any maintenance projects — as Any measures involving

vegetation diversity defined in the endorsed RVMP. burning, lopping or other
disturbance of native
vegetation (NVC).

Maintenance of Section 2.17

vegetation of conservation

significance

Revegetation Section 2.19 Any revegetation work — as

defined in the endorsed RVMP.
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4.4 Monitoring of Roadside Vegetation

Table 9. Incident report form.

1. REPORT OF INCIDENT

Date Reported:

Time Reported:

Date of Incident:

Time of Incident:

Location of Incident/Hazard:

Details of Incident/Hazard (causes, effects, personnel involved, factual information only):

Witness Name: Signature:

Was anyone injured?

Has the Health and Safety Person been notified?

2. REMEDIAL ACTION

Remedial action required:  YES /NO

Details of proposed rectification work:

(Attach additional comments if necessary)

Name: Title: Signature: Date:
Approved by: Signature: Date:
3. CLOSE OUT REPORT

Outcome of remedial work:

Name: Title:

Signature: Date:
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5. Reporting and Review

It is a requirement of the Native Vegetation Council that an annual report on the
RVMP is undertaken to determine council performance regarding the implementation
of and compliance with the RVMP. The Coorong District Council will submit an
annual report on their RVMP to the Native Vegetation Council for the period ending
30™ June following the adoption of this plan.

A standard template for the annual reporting process is included in Appendix 4.

It is intended that the RVMP annual reporting process will also form an internal basis
for reporting on the RVMP in the council’s Annual Report.

The Native Vegetation Council requires that RVMPs are reviewed initially after three
years from the commencement of the plan and then at five-year intervals. The
Manager Technical Services, Coorong District Council will be responsible for the
review of and any revision of the Coorong District Council RVMP.

This Plan will require a review after the Roadside Vegetation Survey(s) has/have
been completed.
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6. Associated Programs and Documentation

6.1 Roadside Vegetation Surveys

A Roadside Vegetation Survey (RVS) will be conducted within the Coorong District
Council, according to the guidelines within Guide to the Roadside Vegetation Survey
Methodology for South Australia. The RVS will identify and document the vegetation
associations, both native and exotic, that are present within the road reserves. Such
information is particularly useful for identifying areas of roadside that contain native
vegetation of high conservation value, which will aid council to manage and conserve
these areas.

Planning to conduct RVS work within the council area is subject to funding and will
focus on including those roads identified within planned work programs as a priority.
The Coorong District Council will investigate possible funding opportunities to initiate
further RVS work. The Bush Management Adviser, DEH and Project Officers from
the Coorong District LAP group may be contacted for information relating to available
funding opportunities and can provide assistance with grant applications. Useful
information may be gained from a publication called Bush Tracks: Shortcuts to
Vegetation Information for Natural Resource Management, which has been produced
by Greening Australia and lists research organisations and NRM resources.

6.2 Roadside Marker Schemes

The implementation of a Roadside Marker Scheme (RMS) is considered to be an
important component in the management of areas of high conservation significance.
If the RVS identifies sections of roadside that contain vegetation associations of high
conservation value (Category 1 and 2), these sections of roadside will be proposed
for inclusion in a RMS.

The Coorong District Council will investigate possible funding opportunities to initiate
a RMS through the contacts mentioned in Section 6.1. This funding will be required
to:

- establish an initial site register or database,

- extract relevant information for the RVS,

- collate any other relevant information (eg known rare plant sites)

- fabricate marker plates,

- site validate potential sites,

- install and maintain markers, and

- establish and maintain a significant sites database.
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Appendix 1. Road classes assigned to the Coorong District Council road

network.
Road name Length | Sealed/unsealed Class”
Carcuma 14.1 | Unsealed A
Granite 3 | Sealed A
Granite 4 | Unsealed A
Kulkawurra 14.6 | 6 KM Sealed A
8.6Km Unsealed
Kulde 17.9 | Sealed A
Narrung 46 | Sealed A
Poltalloch 17.6 | Unsealed
Tauragat Well 20.6 | 10.2 Usealed A
10.4 Sealed
Tintinara/ 27.9 | 15.2 Unsealed A
Geranium 12.7 sealed
Tynan 24 | Sealed A
Yumali 7.4 | Sealed A
Yumali 37.9 | Unsealed A
Tintinara Woods Well 50 | Sealed A
Cooke Plains 7.7 | Unsealed B
Coombe 9 [ Unsealed B
Coorong Seven Mile 12.6 | 1Km Sealed 11.6 Km Unsealed B
+
Cold / Wet 20 | Sealed B
Culburra Woodswell 34 | 4 Km Sealed 30 Km Unsealed B
Emu Springs 12.5 | 8 Km Unsealed B
4.5 Sealed B
Ferme 4.3 | Unsealed B
Field 26 | Unsealed B
Gumwell + 14 | 8 Km Sealed 6 Km Unsealed B
Golf Course T/B 1.4 | Sealed B
Gypsum  + 9 [ Unsealed B
Hannah Well 3.6 | Sealed over railway crossing rest B
unsealed
Hawks Nest 5.1 | Unsealed B
Heinrich 22 | Unsealed B
Hemsley 6.7 | Natural formed and unformed B
Homestead + 9.3 | 8 Km sealed1.3 unsealed B
Jabuk South 19.9 | Unsealed B
Keith Cantara 13 | Unsealed B
Lime Klin 5.2 | 2.4 sealed 2.8 unsealed B
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Ladara Bore 17.4 | Unsealed B
Loveday Bay 22.5 | Unsealed B
Malinong 20.8 | Unsealed B
Mills 8 | Unsealed B
Moorlands 9.7 | Unsealed B
Netherton 18.6 | 1.5 Km sealed 17.1 unsealed B
Nicholls 4.8 | Unsealed B
Nine Mile 9.3 | Unsealed B
Old Dukes Highway 22 | Sealed B
Parkin Hall + 8.5 | 0.2Sealed rest unsealed B
Peter 14.5 | Unsealed B
Placid Estate + 3.6 | 1 Sealed 2.6 unsealed B
Stirling Well 9.2 | Unsealed B
Taunta Hut 32 | Unsealed B
Two Wells 17 | Unsealed B
Ware 5.7 | Unsealed B
Weerimbrook 12.3 | Unsealed B
Yarindale 35.9 [ Unsealed B
Bennier 6.8 | Unsealed C
Blackett + 9.8 | Unsealed C
Bellara 3 | Unsealed C
Bonney Jeffries 8.2 | Unsealed C
Brumfield 3.1 | Unsealed C
Buccleuch North 8.8 | Unsealed C
Buccleuch South 12 | Unsealed C
Bunbury 18 | Unsealed C
Burns 4 | Unsealed C
Butler 18.5 | Unsealed C
Campbell Park 4.5 | Unsealed C
Chapman 2.1 | Unsealed C
Coalfield 13.4 | Unsealed C
Cooke Plain 13 | Unsealed C
Crosby 14 | Unsealed C
Kings + 4 | Unsealed C
Emu Sprng Unsealed C
Elwomple 10.3 | Unsealed C
Flowery Plain 10.5 | Unsealed C
Frost 14.1 | Unsealed C
Goodall 11 | Unsealed C
Gordon 12 | Unsealed C
Growden 9 | Unsealed C
Hender 1 | Unsealed C
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Heym 7.7 | Unsealed C
Hanna Well 7 | Unsealed C
Hurtles Well 13.2 | Unsealed C
Jaensch + 0.5 | Unsealed C
Jaeschke 4.6 | Unsealed C
Jones (Mallee) 12.2 | Unsealed C
Keith Woodswell 15 | Unsealed C
Lake Ellen 5 [ Unsealed C
Kielow 6.2 | Unsealed C
Krueger 14.9 | Unsealed C
Lauterbach 6.1 | Unsealed C
Lewis 6 | Unsealed C
Long Point 5 | Unsealed C
Luhrs 6 | Unsealed C
Marks Point 5.5 | Unsealed C
Martin (Mallee) 7.2 | Unsealed C
Magpie Drive + 0.7 | Unsealed C
Mason 7.7 | Unsealed C
Monteith 1.3 | Unsealed C
Moonee Hills 16.6 | Unsealed C
Mt Charles 4.3 | Unsealed C
Nana Bore 1.8 | Unsealed C
Naranga 10 | Unsealed C
Orlands 6 | Unsealed C
Pascoe 15 | Unsealed C
Pink 14 | Unsealed C
Prosser 13.8 | 3.8 Sealed 10 unsealed C
Railz 10.3 | Unsealed C
Reedy Well 5.6 | Unsealed C
Richardson 20 | Unsealed C
Salt Creek + 6.3 | .4 Sealed 5.9 unsealed C
Settlers 11.2 | Unsealed C
Snoswell 6 | Unsealed C
Sugarloaf 15 | Unsealed C
Sullivan 10 | Unsealed C
Symonds 12 | Unsealed C
Todd 6 | Unsealed C
Tolmer Rocks 20 | Unsealed C
Venning 9 [ Unsealed C
Waltowa 6.4 | Unsealed C
Westbrook 13.6 | Unsealed C
Anderson 1.8 | Unsealed D
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Appleton 3.8 | Unsealed D
Attrill 2.5 | Unsealed D
Barney/ Peter 4.4 | Unsealed D
Bloke K 8 | Unsealed D
Boundary 10 | Unsealed D
Cane 7 | Unsealed D
Carling 2.3 | Unsealed D
Cattles 5.5 | Unsealed D
Crooked Lane 1 | Unsealed D
Dadd 2 | Unsealed D
Drought Relief 7.9 | Unsealed D
Eckert 2.9 | Unsealed D
Dehy + 0.85 | Unsealed D
ETSA 2.8 | Unsealed D
Fiebig 0.6 | Sealed D
Filmer 2.3 | Unsealed D
Four Mile 3.2 | Unsealed D
Freak 11 | Unsealed D
Gardner 4.2 | Unsealed D
Golf Course Tintinara 2 | Unsealed D
Goodale 6.1 | Unsealed D
lIfould Unsealed D
Selby + 0.65 | Unsealed D
Hawk Nest 10.9 | 3.7 Unsealed D
7.2 Natural formed
Hutchinson 3.7 | Unsealed D
Jockwar 3 | Unsealed D
Jones (Meningie) 2.2 | Unsealed D
Judd 9 | Unsealed D
J W McFarlane 2.5 | Unsealed D
Kangaroo Flat 4 | Unsealed D
Karralta 3.7 | Unsealed D
Klitscher 3.6 | Unsealed D
Kowald 5.1 | Unsealed D
Kuchel 10.2 | Unsealed D
Lake Albert 10.7 | Unsealed D
LeGallez 5.6 | Unsealed D
Lowe 7 | Unsealed D
Lucas 10 | Unsealed D
Lymn 4 | Unsealed D
Maywald 9.2 | Unsealed D
Martin (Lakes) 5 [ Unsealed D
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Mockett 5 | Unsealed D
Moeller 7 | Unsealed D
Mt Rescue 6 | Unsealed D
Naturi 1.8 | Unsealed D
Nicholson 4 | Unsealed D
Parklands Unsealed D
Pelican Point 5.7 | Unsealed D
Perkindoo 4.1 | Unsealed D
Riddell 7 | Unsealed D
Roberts 3.6 | Unsealed D
Schulz 0.5 | Unsealed D
Simon 3.2 | Unsealed D
Southern Cross 11 | Unsealed D
Thomas 2.5 | 1 unsealed 1.5natural formed D
Traeger 0.7 | Unsealed D
Wark 2.3 | Unsealed D
Webb 7 | Unsealed D
Wellington Lodge 2.2 | Unsealed D
Wilson 2.2 | Unsealed D
Zadow 3 | Unsealed D
Appelbee Unsealed E
Ashby 2.5 | Unsealed E
Bagshaw 1.2 | Unsealed E
Ballards Unsealed E
Bedford 1 | .3 unsealed .7 natural formed E
Bell 0.9 | Unsealed E
Cocks 2.8 | Unsealed E
Deepwater 13 | Unsealed E
Elliott 4 | Unsealed E
Elwomple Subdivision 4.9 | Unsealed E
Evans 1.1 | Unsealed E
Gooch 1 | Unsealed E
Mincham Unsealed E
Hancock 1 | Unsealed E
Hansen Natural formed E
Hurtles Well Unsealed E
Hawk Nest Unsealed E
Hoad 1.5 | Unsealed E
Jacobs 4 | Unsealed E
Irybray 2 | Unsealed E
Johncock Unsealed E
Jolly 4 | Unsealed E
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Jury 0.5 | Unsealed E
Kartoo 2.5 | Unsealed E
Lampard 2 | Unsealed E
Launer 3.5 | 2.1unsealed 1.4 natural formed E
Lindner 1.8 | Unsealed E
Lubcke 7.1 | Unsealed E
Mayre 0.5 | Unsealed E
Mayfield 2 | Unsealed E
Miegel 1.7 | Unsealed E
Mount Sandy 1.5 | Unsealed E
Mt Penny 2 | Unsealed E
Newton 4.5 | Unsealed E
Obst 0.7 | Unsealed E
Ortloff 0.8 | Unsealed E
Piggott 2.3 | Unsealed E
Raphael 2.7 | Unsealed E
Rowntree 1.8 | Unsealed E
Rumbelow 0.3 | Unsealed E
Sanderson 3 | Unsealed E
Schurbert 3 | 1.4 sealed 1.6 natural formed E
Schubert( Tinty) Unsealed E
Tatiara 0.6 | Unsealed E
Walter 2 | Unsealed E
Waultee 2.1 | Unsealed E
Westland 1.5 | Unsealed E
Williams Unsealed E
Woolshed 2.5 | Unsealed E
Hewett Natural formed F
Wyes 1 | Natural formed F

F

Taunta Hut Bunbury

Natural formed

AClasses of road are:

A — Major Connecting Road
B — Major Internal Road

C — Secondary Internal Road
D — Local Road

E — Minor Road

F — Unmade or formed Rd
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Appendix 2. Three-cut method for trimming branches.

The three-cut method for trimming or pruning of branches is a method that is
designed to minimise the extent to which the tree is damaged. By using this method
the formation of natural wound callus is also enhanced. The basic principles for
performing the three-cut method for pruning of branches or limbs are described and
illustrated below.

1.

The first cut is an under cut into the branch to be removed. The distance of
this cut from the parent branch or trunk will be dependant on the size of the
limb being removed. Larger limbs will require this cut to be further away from
the parent branch or trunk compared with smaller branches. If performed
correctly, the under cut will ensure that the risk of branch peeling or tearing of
bark when the limb is being removed is minimised.

The second cut is an upper cut that will result in the removal of the limb. This
cut is to be made slightly further out along the limb compared with the under
cut. This will ensure that the limb drops smoothly from the tree. For larger
branches this cut may be as far as 30cm from the parent branch or trunk.

The third cut is performed to remove the remaining stump after the main
weight of the branch is removed. The correct positioning of this cut will
ensure the trees natural healing abilities are maximised. To perform this cut
accurately the cut is to be made on the outer side of the branch collar and
must not damage the branch bark ridge. The formation of evenly distributed
wound growth over time around the cut surface is indicative of an effective
cut.

Three-cut method for trimming branches.

branch bark
ridgeline
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Appendix 3. Council Application Forms

Coorong District Council

T,
OORONG

DISTRICT COUNCIL
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— . ...

stockpile sites within road reserves

Application for permission to create new or use existing borrow pits and

The Coorong District Council Roadside Vegetation Management Plan 2007 details conditions
for creating new or using existing borrow pits and stockpile sites. The relevant section of the

plan is attached for your information.

Applicant:
Company Name: Name:
Telephone: Fax:

Postal Address:

Proposed work:

Creation of new: borrow pit / stockpile site (Please circle)
Use of existing: borrow pit / stockpile site (Please circle)
Location details:

Road Name:

Location on the Road:

Does the proposed site contain Native Vegetation?
Please circle: Yes

What is the duration of the project?

No

Signature of Applicant: Date:

Return Form to:
Manager Technical Services
Coorong District Council
95 Railway Tce
TAILEM BEND SA 5260
Fax- (08) 8572 3822

Date received:
Recommendation:

Officer:
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Coorong District Council

Application for permission to install or conduct maintenance work on

utilities within road reserves

The Coorong District Council Roadside Vegetation Management Plan 2007 details conditions
for removal of native vegetation on road reserves when installing or conducting maintenance
work on utilities. The relevant section of the plan is attached for your information.

Applicant:
Company Name: Name:
Telephone: Fax:

Postal Address:

Proposed work:

Installation of: Maintenance of:

Location of proposed work:

Road Name:

Location on the Road:

Does the proposed work require the removal of Native Vegetation?
Please circle: Yes No

If yes, and the proposed work is for the installation of new services, has the Native Vegetation
Council been consulted? Please circle:  Yes No

Signature of Applicant: Date:

Return Form to:
Manager Technical Services
Coorong District Council
95 Railway Tce
TAILEM BEND SA 5260
Fax- (08) 8572 3822

Date received:
Recommendation:

Officer:
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Coorong District Council

road reserves (including irrigation pipe crossings)

Application for permission to conduct miscellaneous activities within

The Coorong District Council Roadside Vegetation Management Plan 2007 details conditions
for removal or destruction of native vegetation on road reserves for miscellaneous activities
(i.e. activities not listed under provision of services). The relevant section of the plan is

attached for your information.

Applicant:
Company Name: Name:
Telephone: Fax:

Postal Address:

Proposed work:

Nature of work to be conducted:

Purpose of works:

Location of proposed work:

Road Name/s:

Location on the Road/s:

Does the proposed work require the removal of Native Vegetation?

Please circle: Yes No
If yes, and the proposed work is for the installation of new development, has the Native
Vegetation Council been consulted? Please circle: Yes No
Signature of Applicant: Date:

Return Form to:
Manager Technical Services
Coorong District Council
95 Railway Tce
TAILEM BEND SA 5260
Fax- (08) 8572 3822

Date received:
Recommendation:

Officer:
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Coorong District Council

Application for permission to construct property access

Under the Local Government Act 1999 landholders are required to obtain permission from
council to construct a Property Access. The Coorong District Council Roadside Vegetation
Management Plan 2007 details conditions for removal of native vegetation on road sides
when constructing a Property Access. The relevant section of the plan is attached for your
information.

Applicant:
Name:

Telephone: Fax:

Postal Address:

Property location:
House No: Lot No: Section No:

Hundred of: Road:
Township:

Attach a sketch of your entire property showing the following-
e Location of new Property Access
e All other property access points on your entire property

Does the construction of the Property Access require the removal of Native Vegetation?
Please circle: Yes No
If yes, please indicate the proposed length of clearance from the intersection along the road
required for sight distance.
Please circle: <50m from intersection >50m from intersection
If yes, and the property access point is a third or subsequent access please indicate where
you intend to undertake revegetation works and/or why an extra property access point is

required.

Signature of Applicant: Date:

Return Form to:
Manager Technical Services
Coorong District Council
95 Railway Tce
TAILEM BEND SA 5260
Fax- (08) 8572 3822

Date received:
Recommendation:

Officer:
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Coorong District Council

Application for permission to install or conduct maintenance on a fence
adjoining a road reserve

The Coorong District Council Roadside Vegetation Management Plan 2007 details conditions
for removal or pruning of native vegetation within road reserves when installing or conducting
maintenance on a boundary fence. The relevant section of the plan is attached for your
information.

Applicant:
Name:

Telephone: Fax:

Postal Address:

Property location:
House No: Lot No: Section No:

Hundred of: Road:
Township:

Attach a sketch of your entire property showing the following-
e Location of the new fence
e Location of the fence requiring maintenance

If installing a new fence please indicate the distance of the new fence from the property
boundary-

Please circle: Om im 2m 3m >3m

Signature of Applicant: Date:

Return Form to:
Manager Technical Services
Coorong District Council
95 Railway Tce
TAILEM BEND SA 5260
Fax- (08) 8572 3822

Date received:
Recommendation:

Officer:
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Coorong District Council

Application for permission to remove plant material from Council property

The collection and removal of any plant material from roadsides requires approval from
council under the Local Government Act 1999 and from the Department for Environment and
Heritage under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972. The Coorong District Council
Roadside Vegetation Management Plan 2007 details conditions for removal of plant material

within road reserves. The relevant section of the plan is attached for your information.

Applicant:
Name: Company Name:
Telephone: Fax:

Postal Address:

Collection location:
Road Name:

Location on the Road:

Species to be collected (please attach separately if necessary):

Type of plant material (please circle):
Seeds Flowers Vegetative Other (specify)

The purpose of the collection is for (please circle):
Sale of Product Private Use Other (specify)

Do you have $10,000,000 Public Liability Insurance? Please circle: Yes

Please attach-
e Copy of the National Parks and Wildlife Act Permit.
e Application for the National Parks and Wildlife Act Permit including the maps

Signature of Applicant: Date:

No

Return Form to:
Manager Technical Services
Coorong District Council
95 Railway Tce
TAILEM BEND SA 5260
Fax- (08) 8572 3822

Date received:
Recommendation:

Officer:
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Coorong District Council

Application for permission to undertake weed management within Council
road reserves

Under the Local Government Act 1999 landholders are required to obtain permission from
council to undertake weed management on road reserves. The relevant section of the
Coorong District Council Roadside Vegetation Management Plan 2007 is attached for your
information.

Applicant:
Name:

Telephone: Fax:

Postal Address:

Property location:
House No: Lot No: Section No:

Hundred of: Road:
Township:

Please indicate below the weeds to be controlled and the method/s to be used.

Weed Species Method Chemical

Please attach a sketch of the location of where weed management is to occur.

Have you consulted the relevant NRM Board Authorised Officer Officer?
Please circle: Yes No

Do you have $10,000,000 Public Liability Insurance? Please circle: Yes No
If not council will register you as a “volunteer” to undertake this activity only

Signature of Applicant: Date:

Return Form to:
Manager Technical Services
Coorong District Council
95 Railway Tce
TAILEM BEND SA 5260
Fax- (08) 8572 3822

Date received:
Recommendation:

Officer:
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Coorong District Council

Application for permission to undertake pest animal control within Council
road reserves

Under the Local Government Act 1999 landholders are required to obtain permission from
council to undertake pest animal control on road reserves. The Coorong District Council
Roadside Vegetation Management Plan 2007 details conditions for pest animal control within
road reserves. The relevant section of the plan is attached for your information.

Applicant:
Name:

Telephone: Fax:

Postal Address:

Property location:

House No: Lot No: Section No:
Hundred of: Road:

Township:

Please indicate below the pest animal species to be controlled and the method/s to be used.
Pest Animal Species Method Chemical

Please attach a sketch of the location of where pest animal control is to occur.

Have you consulted the relevant NRM Board Authorised Officer?
Please circle: Yes No

Do you have $10,000,000 Public Liability Insurance? Please circle: Yes No
If not council will register you as a “volunteer” to undertake this activity only

Signature of Applicant: Date:

Return Form to:
Manager Technical Services
Coorong District Council
95 Railway Tce
TAILEM BEND SA 5260
Fax- (08) 8572 3822

Date received:
Recommendation:

Officer:
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Coorong District Council

Application for permission to undertake revegetation work within Council

road reserves

Under the Local Government Act 1999 landholders are required to obtain permission from council to
undertake revegetation programmes on road reserves. The Coorong District Council Roadside
Vegetation Management Plan 2007 details conditions for revegetation of road reserves. The
relevant section of the plan is attached for your information.

Applicant:
Name:

Telephone: Fax:

Postal Address:

Revegetation location:
Road Name:

Location (attach a sketch if required):

List the species to be planted/ direct seeded and the location the seed was collected
(attached further list if required)-

Species Location Collected

For what period do you wish to undertake the revegetation works?
Start Date: ...... [eoien. [ End Date: ...... [oiii. [oi....

Do you have $10,000,000 Public Liability Insurance? Please circle: Yes No
If not council will register you as a “volunteer” to undertake this activity only

Signature of Applicant: Date:

Return Form to:
Manager Asset Services
Coorong District Council
95 Railway Tce
TAILEM BEND SA 5260
Fax- (08) 8572 3822

Date received:
Recommendation:

Officer:
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Coorong District Council

Application for permission to undertake recreational activities on Council
road reserves

Individuals or groups interested in undertaking a recreational activity/event within road reserve areas are
required to obtain permission from council. The Coorong District Council Roadside Vegetation
Management Plan 2007 details conditions for undertaking recreational activities/events within
road reserves. The relevant section of the plan is attached for your information.

Applicant:
Name:

Telephone: Fax:

Postal Address:

Recreational activity:
Please provide details regarding the proposed activity/event.

Location of proposed activity:
Road Name/s:

Location (attach a sketch if required):

Do you have $10,000,000 Public Liability Insurance? Please circle: Yes No

Signature of Applicant: Date:

Return Form to:
Manager Technical Services
Coorong District Council
95 Railway Tce
TAILEM BEND SA 5260
Fax- (08) 8572 3822

Date received:
Recommendation:

Officer:
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Coorong District Council

Application for permission to continue cropping on Council road reserves

Landholders are required to have permission from council to undertake cropping of road reserves
through a leasing agreement. The Coorong District Council Roadside Vegetation Management
Plan 2007 details conditions for cropping of road reserves. The relevant section of the plan is
attached for your information.

Applicant:
Name:

Telephone: Fax:

Postal Address:

Property location:

House No: Lot No: Section No:
Hundred of: Road:

Township:

Cropping location:
Road Name:
Location (attach a sketch if required):

List the species to be planted (attached further list if required)-

Species

Do you have $10,000,000 Public Liability Insurance? Please circle: Yes No

Signature of Applicant: Date:

Return Form to:
Manager Technical Services
Coorong District Council
95 Railway Tce
TAILEM BEND SA 5260
Fax- (08) 8572 3822

Date received:
Recommendation:

Officer:
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Appendix 4. Roadside Vegetation Management Plan — Annual Report

Council: Coorong District Council

Reporting Period:

RVMP Title:

Publication Date:

Person completing this report:

Contact details:

Date Completed:

1. How much roadside native vegetation has been cleared in the reporting period?
— Length of roadside  ........ km

— Area of vegetation  ........ ha

2. Have there been any significant clearances of vegetation? Yes/No

Please provide details (include activities such as fuel reduction burning)

Works Date Vegetation type Vegetation | Length/area | Approval
Management cleared source*
Category
eg Widening May- Redgum woodland 3 50m (approx | NVC
Millers Road June 8 trees)

*Approval sources

— E - environmental staff

— C - approved consultant
— A - vegetation advisory group

— NVC - Native Vegetation Council

— NR —approval not required under the RVMP

3. How many permits have been issued for:

— vegetation clearance (eg. for property access)

— seed collection

— firewood collection
— plant material collection
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4. What roadside vegetation management projects are being implemented or undertaken?
Please provide details below.

Project Required New Details of project(s) and progress
by RVMP? | project?
Y/N Y/N
Roadside

vegetation surveys*

Roadside marker
schemes®

Rehabilitation

Revegetation

Weed control

Pest animal control

Applications for
funding

Other

*Note that if milestones for these schemes have been set in the RVMP, details of progress
should be provided at question 7.

5. Please provide evidence of the use of vegetation procedures or checklists by council
staff (eg. copies of job environmental checklists for any work undertaken by Works
Department, copies of council permits to clear vegetation, etc).

6. Provide details of any Incident Reports involving the unauthorised clearance of
roadside vegetation.

7. Have progress/milestones in the RVMP been achieved for the following programs:

Activity Proposed output Completed to date
Roadside vegetation eg. survey 30% of roads | 25% of roads surveyed in 2001
surveys in 2001

Roadside marker scheme

Other
8. What relevant training sessions have been held? (Please provide details below).
Training Topic Audience Number Trainer
attending
9. Have roadside vegetation management issues been included for discussion in daily site
works meetings and department meetings? Yes/No

— Please estimate how often:

10. Has the RVMP been integrated into a council strategic management plan? Yes/No
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11. Has the RVMP been integrated into existing council management systems (eg.
administration, quality or OH&S)? Yes/No

Please indicate which systems

Have any vegetation management procedures (additional to those in the RVMP) been
developed or implemented. Yes/No

Please list procedures.

Procedure Details
eg. V03 — Vegetation Procedure for assessment of impacts to vegetation in
assessment planning phase

12.  Have environmental checklists been developed and used for project planning and
“sign-off” on vegetation issues? Yes/No

Please attach examples.

13.  When is this RVMP due to be reviewed?
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Appendix 5. Contact details of relevant groups/ organisations

Native Vegetation Council

Native Vegetation Council Secretariat

GPO Box 2834

ADELAIDE SA 5001

Ph: 8303 9741

Fax: 8303 9780

Email: nvc@sa.gov.au

Website: www.dwlbc.sa.gov.au/native/index.html

Bush Management Adviser

Department for Environment and Heritage, Murraylands
PO Box 231

BERRI SA 5343

Ph: 85952174

Mallee and Coorong NRM Group
PO Box 21

LAMEROO, SA 5302

Ph/Fax: 08 8576 3400

Web: www.samdbnrm.sa.gov.au

South East Northern NRM Group
PO Box 30
MT GAMBIER, SA 5290

Coorong District Local Action Plan
PO Box 1021

TINTINARA, SA 5266

Ph: 08 8757 2100

Fax: 08 8757 2222

Email: ggates@coorong.sa.gov.au

Mallee CFS Group
PO Box 81
LAMEROO, SA 5302
Ph: 08 8576 3162

Native Vegetation and Biodiversity Management Unit
GPO Box 2834

ADELAIDE SA 5001

Ph: 8303 9777

Fax: 8303 9780

Transport SA

PO Box 1
WALKERVILLE, SA 5081
Ph: 1300 360 067

Greening Australia
PO Box 2056
MURRAY BRIDGE, SA 5253
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Ph: 8531 3300
Fax: 8531 1843

Trees For Life Inc.

5 Fitzgerald Road
PASADENA, SA 5042
Ph: 83720150

Fax: 8372 0199
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