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room to move, room to play

Major roads investment 
for Coorong 
A major increase in funding for the Coorong’s 
roads is a priority for our Council over the 
coming years. 

This is part of ensuring both our asset 
management plan and capital renewal program 
are in-line with increased usage and demand on 
the local network (which comes from day-to-
day traffic and increased demand during peak 
heavy-vehicle harvest periods). Council has 
made both immediate updates and long-term 
budget proposals.

Key items of interest, are:

• An immediate increase of $200,000 for the 
2018/19 financial year for capital renewal 
funding;

• On top of this, proposed real growth of 
$100,000 per year over the next 10 years for 
capital renewal;

• As part of the draft Long Term Financial Plan, 
Council has also proposed increasing the 
roads operational and maintenance budget by 
$500,000 per year;

• An imminent review of Council’s road 
hierarchy, to create priority routes 
encouraging traffic from local roads to key 
State Government roads;

Council and its Elected Members must ensure 
they balance community sentiment with 
operational requirements and long-term 
responsible budget management. The plan put 
forward as part of our 2018-19 Annual Business 
Plan recognises this and ensures a meaningful, 
overall improvement in road conditions, while 
taking into account the increasing costs of 
constructing our unsealed roads to a standard 
for B-Doubles and other heavy vehicles.

On the ground, these proposed changes will 
also allow for extra grading work with an 
expanded internal grading function (however, 
we may seek additional grading support at 
busy traffic periods). Changes will also offer 
expanded management of point failures that 
include sand blowouts, overly flat roads, roads 
with poor drainage, lifts and curves, and areas 
with natural rock being exposed (to name a 
few).

Read more about Council’s plans for the future 
on pages 4-5, or for a full run-down of Council’s 
proposed 2018-19 Annual Business Plan, download 
the full document at: www.coorong.sa.gov.au.
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With the preparation of our Annual Business Plan 
and budget for 2018-19, Council has continued to 
listen to the community regarding prioritisation of 
resources. 

We have increased road maintenance and operation 
budgets by $500,000, while increasing road renewal 
programs by $200,000 per year.  These actions 
continue Council’s long-term commitment to 
increase road funding and ensure we can manage 
the challenging day-to-day service of extensive 
(sealed and unsealed) road networks. This will 
include further works to deal with point failures on 
dips, hills and curves as well as sand blow-outs and 
intersection maintenance. We’re also planning to 
further mobilise graders. This follows the success of 
our expanded program in 17-18 and helps mitigate 
the impact of increased harvest-related traffic.

Council is also moving forward with upgrades to 
Kulde Road - recognised of prime importance in the 
regional road program for the eight Councils in the 
Murray and Mallee. This partnership approach has 
enabled Council to attract funding for 50 per cent of 
the upgrade costs from external parties. 

After many years of public discussion, the 
prioritisation of funds to renew the Tailem Bend 
main street toilet block will be a welcome addition 
for travellers and locals. The new facility will meet 
the increased visitation requirements, adding value 
for years to come. 

With significant road funding increases, Elected 
Members have chosen to limit other project works 
to ensure our financial position is maintained (see 
pages 4-5). Council has proposed a deficit budget 
for the next two years, as highlighted in its draft 
Long Term Financial Plan, with a goal to move back 
to a balanced budget over time. Council’s plans 
now account for future district growth as a result of 
industry investment.

The Coorong no longer sits in the back row. We are 

a major player at State and National tables when it 

comes to being heard and seen – and I believe it’s been 

the exceptional commitment of our staff and Elected 

Members working together with key partners and our 

community which has made this happen.

All of the discussions around ‘big picture thinking’ and 

‘dream engineering’ are now become a reality for our 

region as major investment is here, and a countless 

number of people descend upon our district.

The Bend Motorsport Park has kicked it off with its first 

two major events just passed. They’ve opened the door 

for employment, they’ve created opportunity for local 

entrepreneurs, and they’ve brought a lot of excitement 

to the general population.

Around the corner is Equis. Stage One of construction 

is underway and stage two is likely to start soon as 

well. Between these two projects – our workforce 

and visitor accommodation industry is bursting at the 

seams (in the best way).

It’s not just the major projects we’re excited about - it’s 

also the opportunities our 17 small communities will 

experience as a result of increased tourism. Council 

will continue to look at how we can meet the needs of 

tourists and run training opportunities for operators, 

plus deliver small infrastructure wins (such as the RV  

dump point in Tintinara and new SA Water drinking 

fountain in Coonalpyn).

In Meningie we’ve almost wrapped up the $2million 

stormwater and streetscape project which will make 

the popular main street more people-friendly and 

encourage visitors to stay and explore. Once complete 

there will be artwork, places to sit, eat, play, walk, ride, 

take photos, park vans and refresh.

We’ve also been buoyed by the ongoing success 

of the Coonalpyn arts investment. Not only are 

local businesses thriving, but we’ve now got a 

permanent medical clinic set up in town (and Council 

has fast-tracked a footpath project alongside it to 

accommodate for prams, wheelchairs and walking 

frames). This goes to show the profound flow-on effect 

arts can have – which is part of why we’re continuing to 

invest in it, by delivering the Coorong’s inaugural SALA 

Festival event this year (more page 7).

Further south, the ongoing development in Tintinara, 

around Lake Indawarra, has been incredible to see. I 

commend the Tinti community which led three funding 

wins under the ‘Fund My Community’ scheme, investing 

into the town’s growth and desirability for visitors 

along the Dukes Highway. Alongside this, Council has 

also invested in a new RV Dump Point, encouraging 

travellers to spend time in Tintinara.

All of our small communities are valuable and essential 

to the growth and economy of the Coorong. We want 

to continue to partner with groups and passionate 

people from each of them to progress exciting projects 

– and we encourage you to make it known to your local 

Elected Members about what you want to achieve.

Mayor’s 
report

From the 
CEO



Councils are part of the democratic framework of 
Australia. The community elects its council members 
every four years and the next general election is 
coming up in November 2018. 

Unlike State and Federal elections, it is not compulsory 
to vote in South Australian council elections. However, 
they are the biggest single voluntary civic participation 
activity in the state. All is done by post, and enrolled 
voters receive a voting package through the mail to 
return via reply paid envelope (this will arrive in late 
October 2018).

The voters’ roll for council elections consists of two 
components – the House of Assembly (State) roll, 
and the council supplementary roll. If you are on the 
House of Assembly roll you will automatically receive 
a voting pack mailed to your registered address. If you 
have moved house or changed your name, you need 
to complete a new enrolment form, available at your 
local Post Office or at the Electoral Commission SA 
office located at Level 6/60 Light Square, Adelaide or 
by calling them on 1300 655 232 to request a form be 
sent to you. To check and update your enrolment, visit: 
ecsa.sa.gov.au/enrolment/check-and-update-your-
enrolment. 

If you are not enrolled on the House of Assembly 
roll you may be eligible to register on the council 
supplementary roll .

Under the Local Government (Elections) Act 
1999, there is a requirement to purge the council 
supplementary roll on 1 January of every election 
year. All landlords, business lessees and resident non-
Australian citizens are removed from the council voters 
roll (with the exception of City of Adelaide) and must 
re-enrol to be able to vote. If you have been removed 

from the roll under these provisions you must re-enrol 
before the roll close deadline on Friday 10 August 
2018, otherwise you will not be able to vote in 2018 
elections. 

For more information, or to download the forms, visit 
lga.sa.gov.au/councilelections.

The voters roll closes at 5pm on Friday, 10 August 
2018, so mark it in your diary.
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Enrol now for Council  
elections, make a difference

Are you one of  
the Coorong’s  
next leaders?
Becoming a councillor is one of the most direct 
ways you can influence decisions that affect 
the quality of life in your local area. If you are 
interested in representing your community on our 
Council, the Electoral Commission of SA and the 
LGA(SA) provide a range of resources to help you 
understand the role and responsibilities.

With very few exceptions (such as being an 
undischarged bankrupt, or being disqualified from 
holding office by a court order), you can nominate 
for a position on council regardless of qualifications, 
religion, race, gender, experience or profession. 
In fact, we actively encourage nominations from 
people from diverse backgrounds to ensure a wide 
range of views are represented.

This year’s nominations open on 4 September and 
close on 18 September at 12noon, so ensure you 
nominate before then! Details can be found at:  
lga.sa.gov.au/councilelections. 

Sharon Bland  
– Deputy Mayor
Ward – Lakes
M. 0458 121 830
E. sbland@coorong.
sa.gov.au

Jeffrey Arthur
Ward – Parks
M. 0400 354 645
E. jarthur@coorong.
sa.gov.au 

Julie Barrie
Ward – Parks
M. 0409 282 477
E. jbarrie@coorong.
sa.gov.au

Donna Middleton
Ward – Mallee
M. 0439 323 889
E. dmiddleton@coorong.
sa.gov.au 

Neville Jaensch – Mayor
Ward – Mallee
M. 0409 900 249
E. mayor@coorong.
sa.gov.au 

Mick O’Hara
Ward – Lakes
M. 0428 751 028
E. mohara@coorong.
sa.gov.au

Your Councillors
Peter Wright
Ward – Mallee
M. 0419 800 917
E. pwright@coorong.
sa.gov.au

Robert (Bob) Simcock
Ward – Mallee
M. 0407 609 593
E. rsimcock@coorong.
sa.gov.au

Vern Leng
Ward – Lakes
M. 0427 370 846
E. vleng@coorong.
sa.gov.au
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Read the full plan at www.coorong.sa.gov.au.

You can provide feedback before 25th May 2018 via:

 » Email: council@coorong.sa.gov.au
 » Post: PO Box 399, Tailem Bend, SA, 5260
 » Workshop: Attend a workshop in one of four 
Coorong towns – details, next page.

 » Council will also hold a Special Council Meeting 
on 5 June, at 7pm, to hear and consider public 
submissions.

TELL US what you think?

Roads and public facilities 
for 2018-19 priorities
Our 2018-19 Draft Annual Business Plan has just 
been released to the public, and we’re keen to hear 
your feedback. Our focus for the coming year is on 
transport and road-related infrastructure, taking up a 
proposed 46 per cent of our operating expenditure 
and 54.5% per cent of our capital expenditure. 
Outside of this, we are also focussing our attention on 
some major projects, including upgrade to the Tailem 
Bend public toilet facilities ($446,000) and Dickson 
Reserve ($165,000); further, we have also proposed 
significant investments in to the Meningie Dog Park 
($22,000), Murray Coorong Trail ($44,000), Tintinara’s 
Lake Indawarra Precinct development ($55,000) and 
Peake Water Tank project ($87,000).

Tailem Bend Public Toilets  
- $446,000

The Council will upgrade the public toilets and 
associated amenities in Tailem Bend’s main street. The 
toilets infrastructure and plumbing systems are aged, 
and in need of a complete redevelopment, especially 
as visitor numbers increase with the opening of The 
Bend Motorsport Park and other significant drivers 
within the district. 

Dickson Reserve Upgrades 
- $165,000

Further upgrades to improve the reserve amenities, 
both built and environmental will be made. This 
includes pontoon upgrades ($55,000).

Meningie Dog Park  
- $22,000

We will continue work on the Meningie off leash dog 
park, including a shelter shed for the new facility. 
Community consultation has already begun on this 
project.

Murray Coorong Trail  
- $44,000

Continued funding of this major regional tourism and 
recreational project will assist Council in attracting 
leverage funding from other levels of government to 
both continue constructing the trail, and promoting it 
to the national public.

Peake Water Tank  
- $87,000

Replace and upgrade the water tank infrastructure at 
Peake, which currently delivers a non-potable water 
supply by Council to the township.

Lake Indawarra Precinct 
Development - $55,000

Continue investment into key development activities to 
improve the overall amenity and tourism appeal of the 
precinct at Tintinara, in line with the implementation 
plan.

Artists impression of the proposed Tailem Bend Public Toilets development.
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Tailem Bend (Coorong Civic Centre)  
– 10am – 11:30am
Peake (Peake & District Sporting Club) 
– 1pm – 2:30pm

Wednesday, 23 May 2018:

Tintinara (Customer Service Centre)  
– 11am – 12:30pm
Meningie (Meningie Information Hub)  
– 2pm – 3:30pm

Our 2018-19 Draft  
Annual Business Plan

It is proposed in 2018-19 that for every $100* of general rates, Council will deliver the following services…

YOUR RATES AT A GLANCE

GOOD 
GOVERNANCE

THE
COMMUNITY

THE 
ECONOMY

COUNCIL & EXECUTIVE SERVICES
Governance, elected member support, 
executive
Total $ Expenditure: 881,151
Per $100 General Rates: $6

CORPORATE & FINANCIAL SERVICES
Information technology, records management, customer 
service, loan servicing, finance, rates & debtor processing, 
audit committee, general administration
Total $ Expenditure: 2,300,845
Per $100 General Rates: $16

ORGANISATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Human resources, risk management, 
work Health & safety
Total $ Expenditure: 431,754 
Per $100 General Rates: $3

User pays  
(not included in the above)
Kerbside Collection  
Expenditure 622,290
CWMS Expenditure 790,704
Water Scheme Expenditure 73,850

COMMUNITY  
WELLBEING
Arts & culture, community 
services, community 
centres, libraries, youth, 
communication
Total $ Expenditure: 726,931
Per $100 General Rates: $5

OPEN SPACES
Parks & gardens, sport & 
recreation, cemeteries, 
Coonalpyn swimming pool
Total $ Expenditure: 730,955
Per $100 General Rates: $5

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
Agricultural services, landcare, dog 
& cat management, environmental 
health, fire prevention, waste depots
Total $ Expenditure: 815,500
Per $100 General Rates: $6

BUILDINGS
Aged homes, council offices, 
halls, health centres, property 
management, railway station, 
public toilets, vandalism
Total $ Expenditure: 943,374
Per $100 General Rates: $7

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
By Laws & Local Government Act compliance, development 
assessment – planning, building, strategic land use planning
Total $ Expenditure: 667,280
Per $100 General Rates: $5

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Tourism & economic 
development, Coonalpyn 
caravan park, airfields
Total $ Expenditure: 190,689
Per $100 General Rates: $1

TRANSPORT & ROAD RELATED INFRASTRUCTURE
Asset mangement & field services, depots, plant & 
machinery, footpaths/cycle tracks, roads sealed & 
unsealed, street cleaning, street lighting, stormwater
Total $ Expenditure: 6,571,586
Per $100 General Rates: $46

*The above 
information is 

representative of 
Council’s operational 

expenditure and 
does not include user 
pays service charges.
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Canoe trail coming soon!
Council has received funding from the Department 
of Environment, Water and Natural Resources 
through the Government’s Riverine Recovery Project 
(RRP) to develop the Lower Murray Canoe Trail. The 
RRP is a $100 million project that aims to improve 
the ecological health of the riverine environment 
between the South Australian / Victorian border and 
Wellington.

Development is currently underway for the $20,000 
Trail, which will feature several interpretive signs 
highlighting the history of the Murray River and 
interesting aspects of the riverine environment. The 
best part about the trail is its flexibility; it will offer 
users plenty of options based on the individual’s 
fitness and skill level. Optional routes will start from 
Tailem Bend and finish in Wellington.

Another exciting element to explore along the trail 
is geocaching – warning, it’s an addictive pastime 
and will have you hooked! Want to know more 
about geocaching? Head to YouTube and search: 
‘Geocaching in the Murraylands’, this video will provide 
a simple introduction to get you started.

New RV facility for 
Tintinara
A new RV Dump Point has been installed in Tintinara 
this year, after recognising an increased demand for 
RV-friendly sites. The facility has been established 
alongside the Heart of the Parks visitor centre, as part 
of Council’s plan to create a district which encourages 
travellers to stop, stay and play for longer. 

Our stretch of the Dukes Highway attracts more than 
4500 vehicles per day, which doubles during peak 
periods, providing us with a great opportunity to 
become the favoured stopping point for travellers. 
Installing RV facilities ensures we can better service 
our visitors, encourage return trips and support local 
businesses.

The fourth RV Dump Point for the district - with others 
in Meningie, Tailem Bend and Coonalpyn - the facility 
will also flank the dog park and public toilets and is 
only a short stroll to Lake Indawarra. Installation of the 
system, including signage was completed in April 2018. 

Tourism given  
Kiikstart
This year, we’re embarking on a new Tourism 
Excellence Program to help local businesses and 
volunteers understand and capitalise on our growing 
visitor economy. The program aims to improve or 
develop new tourism businesses and build capacity 
among business owners and volunteers to promote 
our region. 

During March, we held three workshops in Meningie, 
Tintinara and Tailem Bend where all participants 
were encouraged to ‘think big’. The workshops were 
delivered by Kiikstart entrepreneur and inspirational 
speaker Ali Uren, with exceptional feedback from all 
involved.

Keep an eye out for more to come from our tourism 
team. In the meantime, if you have any questions, 
contact our Tourism and Economic Development 
Officer Emily Morgan via email at  
emorgan@coorong.sa.gov.au.

SNEAK PEEK: 
The image above right is an artist’s impression 
of what the trail head signs will look like!

Have you got ideas on what you’d like to see and 
do along the trail? Then contact us via email at:  
council@coorong.sa.gov.au.
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The Coonalpyn Swimming Pool will be celebrating 
its 50th birthday this year! The pool committee, in 
conjunction with Council, looks forward to holding a 
‘Birthday Weekend’ in November this year. 

As part of the celebrations, organisers are looking 
to attract sponsors for a Swimming Marathon event 
(for single participants and teams), as well as various 
competitions for children and adults. Keep an eye out 
for more promotion throughout the year.

The pool is a vital service operating in our community, 
and this season welcomed more than 3000 patrons 
through the gates – this included 900 people during 
Vacswim week.

The pool has been open from 2pm each day, with 
several people camping at the Caravan Park making 
the most of it on the warm days.

The pool temperature has been well maintained at an 
average of 27 degrees all season, which encourages more 
people into the pool (especially for the 9am sessions) and 
made Vacswim more comfortable for local children.

None of this would be possible without our amazing 
volunteers, who generously donate their time enabling 
the pool to be open. So far, canteen volunteers have 
amassed more than 300-hours managing canteen 
supplies, orders, carnival planning and preparation.

Four school carnivals were run during February 
when we welcomed more than 1200 people through 
the gates! This was our busiest time for the season, 
especially as the volunteers were busy preparing 
hundreds of meals from our canteen (including our 
new healthy range thanks to OPAL).

The season has come to a close now, but anyone 
interested in being a volunteer for the 2018-19 season 
should contact us.

Starclub is State’s best 

Inaugural SALA  
Festival

Here in the Coorong, we’re part of the Award Winning 
Starclub Murraylands sport and recreation program. 
We’re proud to say this is the most successful South 
Australian regional sport and recreation programs in 
local government, bringing together five small partner 
Councils, along with the Office for Recreation and 
Sport to deliver multi-million-dollar benefits. Recently, 
it was also announced winner of the South Australian 
Local Government Excellence Award for Cross-
Council Collaboration. It’s no wonder the program is 
starting to get accolades. Since its inception in 2010, 
the Starclub has helped increase grant funding for 
sport and recreation projects into the region by 500 
per cent, and in 2017 boasts the highest number of 
accredited sports clubs of any other in SA. 

The aim of the program is healthy and vibrant clubs. 
The Murraylands Field Officer (Marc Maddaford) 
helps deliver workshops, grant application support, 
policy templates, club development strategies, 
volunteer training, talent identification, events, online 
accreditation, attract state and national events, build 
capacity for accessibility in sport and rec, grow 
female participation, increase community education 
and supports overarching outcomes in community 
wellbeing. 

Already in the Coorong, we have plenty of local clubs 
involved in the Starclub program, but we’re always 
looking to grow this number. If you’re involved in a 
local club, and want to find out more about Starclub, 
contact Marc on 0438973511 or email:  
starclub@murraybridge.sa.gov.au.

Coonalpyn pool turns 50!

The South Australian Living Artists  
(SALA) Festival will launch in the  
Coorong later this year, with three  
venues shining light on some of our  
best local artists between July  
to September.

SALA is a state-wide festival of visual art. It was 
established in 1998 to promote and celebrate our 
State’s visual artists.

As part of Council’s commitment to the arts, it is 
establishing exhibitions in Tailem Bend, Tintinara  
and Meningie, with Tintinara proudly hosting  
Colleen Cavanagh as a solo feature artist.

One highlight will be the inclusion of the Country 
Arts Drawing on Country workshop, which offers our 
regional artists the opportunity to be involved in a one 
day workshop with Gail Kellett – one of the State’s 
best lino artists. To be involved, please contact Susie 
Ifould or Michelle Dohnt on 1300 795 277 or visit the 
Coorong District Council website.
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Log in and  
get smart  
with Lynda
LyndaLibrary is a user-friendly online training resource. It gives 
you access to more than 3000 top quality courses and 136,000 
video tutorials for learning the latest software, creative and 
business skills. Want to understand the world of social media? 
Brush up on your interview skills? Take a web design course? 
You can with Lynda.

You can have unlimited access to online courses from any 
compatible desktop or portable device. All you need is a valid 
library card and PIN number (it’s quick to join at any one of our 
school community libraries) and internet access.

Find out more by visiting: www.coorong.sa.gov.au/libraries

Council is looking into the demand for and feasibility of 
running a series of grant information workshops across 
the district. We’re seeking feedback from community 
groups and businesses regarding your interest in 
attending. 

If you would be interested in attending a grants 
workshop, please complete a short survey at: www.
surveymonkey.com/r/BXYBL9M. 

Alternatively, please email our Senior Community 
Development Officer Sheridan O’Brien, at sobrien@
coorong.sa.gov.au or visit your local Customer Service 
Centre for a hard copy of the survey.

Want to know more 
about grants?

MENINGIE
4 APRIL 18 - 30 MAY 18
TAILEM BEND
30 MAY 18 - 25 JULY 18

MAINTENANCE PERIOD
25 JULY 18 - 29 JULY 18

COONALPYN
30 JULY 18 - 24 SEPTEMBER 18
TINTINARA
24 SEPTEMBER 18 - 19 NOVEMBER 18
RAUKKAN
19 NOVEMBER 18 - 14 JANUARY 19

SK
A

TE
R

A
M

P

Please contact Council  
immediately to report  
damages or maintenance  
requests
1300 785 277 or  
council@coorong.sa.gov.au
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New dog and cat laws are being introduced in South Australia, 
and from 1 July 2018, it will be compulsory for all dogs and cats:
• Over a certain age to be microchipped; and 
• Those born on or after 1 July 2018 to be desexed (exemptions 

apply for working dogs, registered breeders etc). 
For a limited time, the Meningie Vet will offer discounted 
microchipping (contact them on 85751211 for an appointment). 

CHANGES FOR BREEDERS AND SELLERS
From 1 July 2018, breeders and sellers of dogs and cats must 
register with the Dog and Cat Management Board. This applies to 

anyone who breeds a dog or cat, not just pedigree breeds. Once 
registered, breeders will receive a breeder registration number 
(BRN) and from 1 July, 2018 - it will be illegal for most people to 
advertise, sell or trade a dog or cat without disclosing their BRN. 
Pre-registration for SA dog and cat breeders is now available 
online, via the Dog and Cat Management Board’s website:  
www.dogandcatboard.com.au 

REGISTERING YOUR PET ONLINE
A new website for dog registrations, and management of your 
dog or cat’s microchip, health and breeder information, will be 
introduced from 1 July 2018.
Dogs and Cats Online (DACO) will be the central point for 
all payments and information, replacing all individual council 
systems and private microchip databases currently in place. It will 
give councils, vets and animal welfare agencies instant access to 
information and help them reunite you and your lost pet quicker. 
Further information on responsible pet ownership and 
upcoming changes is available from the Dog and Cat 
Management Board website www.dogandcatboard.com.au or 
by contacting Council’s General Inspector Michael Vivian. 

New dog and  
cat laws from  
July 2018

Council’s $2 million stormwater and streetscape civil works in 
the main street of Meningie are now complete, with work now 
underway on the streetscape artwork and design.

For years, residents and visitors to Meningie have put up with 
crumbling and insufficient stormwater infrastructure, often 
leading to people stepping out of cars into knee deep water! 
Wide expanses of highway with no defined travel lanes or 
pedestrian crossing points made crossing the road extremely 
hazardous.

Because the road through the centre of Meningie is a National 
Highway, controlled by the Department for Planning, Transport 
& Infrastructure (DPTI), Council faced limitations as to the 
works that could be undertaken. The design was also severely 
constrained by the flat nature of the town providing very little 
natural fall for the stormwater drains. 

Council allocated a total budget of $2 million for the works, 
including streetscaping elements, and successfully applied for 
grant funding from the ‘State Local Government Infrastructure 
Partnership’ scheme, qualifying for preferential rate loan finance. 
The civil works began in June 2017 and were completed on 
schedule in January 2018.

Council is currently working with the Meningie community 
in relation to themes for the streetscape works, which are 
proposed to include; planters with mature trees, stainless steel 
‘Meningie-themed’ artworks, new contemporary style street 
furniture such as bins, benches, seats, bike racks and a sculpture.  
Council has also investigated opportunities for outdoor dining 
provisions.

For more information on the project, contact Council on  
1300 785 277 or e: council@coorong.sa.gov.au. 

Meningie 
streetscape
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COORONG farmers ham-

mered by SA Water bills rising

300 per cent in the past seven

years are taking matters into

their own hands to water pre-

cious livestock.

Third-generation Meningie

cattle and crop farmer Ahmid

Van Den Brink spent $130,000

to install a desalination plant on

his farm to counter soaring

water bills.
“Our bill jumped and we

didn’t know when it was going

to stop,” Mr Van Den Brink

said. “We installed the plant

about 5½ years ago and I think

it’s about paid for itself.”

Water for his 400 cattle now

costs $0.65/kl using the desal

plant, compared with $3.24/kl

from SA Water.

Other properties are switch-

ing to sheep because they drink

less than cattle, while some are

paying to install pipes to pump

water from Lake Albert.

Such is the concern about

prices that the Coorong Water

Security Action Group is join-

ing forces with peak industry

group Livestock SA to cam-

paign for interest-free loans to

help farmers rid themselves of

massive water bills after the

March election.

“Households can install a

rainwater tank, but for live-

stock, it’s going to take more

than a tank,” cattle farmer

Henry Angas said.

“If parties are serious about

developing regional SA, this is a

way to do it.
“I think it would create a lot

more benefit than a lot of these

other harebrained schemes

they come up with.”

Mr Angas, who jointly fund-

ed his own pipeline to Lake Al-

bert with his neighbour, is

chairman of the Coorong action

group established to negotiate

ways for farmers to obtain off-

peak water at lower costs – but

talks have failed.

It leaves those farmers who

are tied to using mains water

battling rising bills. 

Mr Angas said they were

forced to pay $3300 yearly for

each megalitre used.

In contrast, irrigators can

buy a water licence for River

Murray water for a one-off cost

of $3200 to extract a megalitre

of water every year without

extra cost until the licence is

sold.
“In the past seven years,

there’s been a 300 per cent in-

crease in the cost of SA Water

bills,” Mr Angas said. “It’s diffi-

cult to absorb the costs.”

The average water bill for

400 to 500 cattle would be up to

$70,000, he said.

Livestock SA is expected to

name water costs as a key

issue in its pre-election cam-

BELINDA WILLIS

paigning. Chief executive An-

drew Curtis said it was crucial

for farmers to have more pro-

duction security.

“It’s just becoming prohibi-

tive for expansion,” Mr Curtis

said.
“Farmers can budget for CPI

increases, but when there are

outlandish increases, it has an

impact.”
An SA Water spokesman

said plans for a new Coorong

water transportation scheme

for farmers failed to meet key

criteria.

DRASTIC ACTION: Meningie 

farmer Ahmid Van Den Brink at 

one of the troughs that has 

desalinated water and, below, 

with some of his stock.

Pictures: TAIT SCHMAAL

Farmers fighting back 
Farmers fighting back 

over steep water costs
over steep water costs

SA police 
help trap 
predator 

PETER MITCHELL

LOS ANGELES

Patients 
evacuated 
A FAULTY airconditioner

caused two rooms at a North

Adelaide hospital to fill with

smoke yesterday.

At 12.30pm, firefighters

were sent to Calvary Hospital,

on Strangways Tce, after a

smoke alarm was activated.

They found two smoke-logged

rooms after patients were safe-

ly evacuated by hospital staff.

Firefighters used breathing

apparatus and an imaging cam-

era to investigate the source.

There was no spread of fire.

A spokesman for the hospi-

tal confirmed a faulty aircon-

ditioner in a patient’s room

was to blame for the incident

and that patient had been

moved to another room.

“There was no risk to pa-

tients, staff or visitors and the

hospital is back to normal op-

erations,” he said.

A CHILD predator who plan-

ned to pay $400 to rape a girl in

Tennessee has been jailed fol-

lowing an investigation that

began in South Australia.

The inquiry by undercover

detectives at the SAPOL’s Spe-

cial Crimes Investigation

Branch along with Australian

Federal Police discovered Mi-

chael Anthony Carpenter, 29,

had set up an online account

containing child pornography.

The information was for-

warded to US Department of

Homeland Security investiga-

tors who followed it through.

As part of a police sting, Car-

penter contacted undercover

officers and expressed interest

in paying to have sex with a

child. He was arrested in Sevier

County when he arrived at a

prearranged location to rape a

nine-year-old girl he believed

would be supplied to him. 

“I want to thank u for doing

this sweety I never thought in a

million years I could live out my

fantasy,” Carpenter wrote in a

text to the undercover officer. 

In the US District Court on

Friday, Carpenter, who pleaded

guilty, was sentenced to 18

years’ jail. Anti-child exploi-

tation police units in SA and

Queensland have become glo-

bal leaders in finding and help-

ing prosecute paedophiles

around the world.

2005-06

$21,000  = 
14 COWS

2014-15 $139,0000  =  92 COWS

2008-09

$41,000  = 
27 COWS

2011-12

$97,000  = 
64 COWS

His water bill in the 2016-17 

�nancial year was still 

around the $140,000 mark.

An example from a farmer in the Coorong region showing 

how many cows it takes to pay a water bill. 
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Coorong water 
security group 
lobbies for  
action
Council’s Local Action Plan (LAP) team has been working alongside 
local farmers and Livestock SA to ensu rewater security issues of 
our primary producers are a key issue for the new State Government 
leaders. 

The Coorong Water Security Advisory Group (CWSAG), which 
formed last year, has lobbied all political parties to highlight the issue 
of high mains water prices, specifically the 300 per cent price rise over 
the past 10 years. Right now, these prices hamper growth in primary 
production in our district, where alternate water supply options are 
limited. Farming remains our largest industry in the Coorong and we are committed to working alongside our local 
farmers to ensure their needs are met. 

After negotiations ended negatively last year with SA Water in regard to a water transportation scheme, the group 
decided to formulate a policy  based on water independence for livestock  producers and legislative change.  Included in 
the policy are grants, or no to low-interest loans for on-farm desalination plants, lined water catchments, leak detection 
systems or pipelines. 

Thanks to the CWSAG, the campaign has now been picked up as an issue by Livestock SA and across the State, gaining 
public traction after media coverage in The Advertiser (see above), Stock Journal, ABC and Murray Valley Standard. 

For more information on this issue, visit the Coorong Tatiara LAP page on our website: coorong.sa.gov.au/watersecurity.

Now, more than ever, the SA Ambulance needs 
volunteers in our Coonalpyn and Coomandook 
branches. Our local community has an incredible 
bunch of volunteers who do so much to make this 
community tick, but one of the most important (if 
not THE most important) is our Ambos who help 
save lives everyday. So if you’ve ever thought about 
becoming one of the most valued volunteers in the 
world – now is the time to jump in! Sign up today - 
visit saambulance.com.au or phone 1800 655 306.

Ambulance  
volunteers needed

$100k win for  
revegetation program
A three-year revegetation project is underway in 
the Coorong and Tatiara districts this year, following 
the announcement of $100,000 in funding for the 
Coorong Tatiara Local Action Plan group (CTLAP).

More than 61,000 native plants will be planted 
across the Coorong and Tatiara site, helping to 
restore critical native habitat and areas of refuge 
for native wildlife. This project will deliver benefits 
to threatened species such as the Orange-Bellied 
Parrot, Mallee Fowl, Bush Stone Curlew, and the Red 
Tailed Black Cockatoo.

The project was awarded funding from the Australian 
Government’s 20 Million Trees Program, which as the 
title states, aims to see 20 million new trees planted 
across Australia by the year 2020. 

CTLAP Sustainability Officer Samantha Blight said 
the project would utilise existing remnant vegetation 
to create “corridors” or “pathways” which provide a 
habitat for native wildlife, including those threatened 
species. An additional bonus, is the thousands of 
native plants and trees required, will be specially 
grown by a Meningie nursery – offering a significant 
boost to a local business.
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COORONG farmers ham-

mered by SA Water bills rising

300 per cent in the past seven

years are taking matters into

their own hands to water pre-

cious livestock.

Third-generation Meningie

cattle and crop farmer Ahmid

Van Den Brink spent $130,000

to install a desalination plant on

his farm to counter soaring

water bills.
“Our bill jumped and we

didn’t know when it was going

to stop,” Mr Van Den Brink

said. “We installed the plant

about 5½ years ago and I think

it’s about paid for itself.”

Water for his 400 cattle now

costs $0.65/kl using the desal

plant, compared with $3.24/kl

from SA Water.

Other properties are switch-

ing to sheep because they drink

less than cattle, while some are

paying to install pipes to pump

water from Lake Albert.

Such is the concern about

prices that the Coorong Water

Security Action Group is join-

ing forces with peak industry

group Livestock SA to cam-

paign for interest-free loans to

help farmers rid themselves of

massive water bills after the

March election.

“Households can install a

rainwater tank, but for live-

stock, it’s going to take more

than a tank,” cattle farmer

Henry Angas said.

“If parties are serious about

developing regional SA, this is a

way to do it.
“I think it would create a lot

more benefit than a lot of these

other harebrained schemes

they come up with.”

Mr Angas, who jointly fund-

ed his own pipeline to Lake Al-

bert with his neighbour, is

chairman of the Coorong action

group established to negotiate

ways for farmers to obtain off-

peak water at lower costs – but

talks have failed.

It leaves those farmers who

are tied to using mains water

battling rising bills. 

Mr Angas said they were

forced to pay $3300 yearly for

each megalitre used.

In contrast, irrigators can

buy a water licence for River

Murray water for a one-off cost

of $3200 to extract a megalitre

of water every year without

extra cost until the licence is

sold.
“In the past seven years,

there’s been a 300 per cent in-

crease in the cost of SA Water

bills,” Mr Angas said. “It’s diffi-

cult to absorb the costs.”

The average water bill for

400 to 500 cattle would be up to

$70,000, he said.

Livestock SA is expected to

name water costs as a key

issue in its pre-election cam-

BELINDA WILLIS

paigning. Chief executive An-

drew Curtis said it was crucial

for farmers to have more pro-

duction security.

“It’s just becoming prohibi-

tive for expansion,” Mr Curtis

said.
“Farmers can budget for CPI

increases, but when there are

outlandish increases, it has an

impact.”
An SA Water spokesman

said plans for a new Coorong

water transportation scheme

for farmers failed to meet key

criteria.

DRASTIC ACTION: Meningie 

farmer Ahmid Van Den Brink at 

one of the troughs that has 

desalinated water and, below, 

with some of his stock.

Pictures: TAIT SCHMAAL

Farmers fighting back 
Farmers fighting back 

over steep water costs
over steep water costs

SA police 
help trap 
predator 

PETER MITCHELL

LOS ANGELES

Patients 
evacuated 
A FAULTY airconditioner

caused two rooms at a North

Adelaide hospital to fill with

smoke yesterday.

At 12.30pm, firefighters

were sent to Calvary Hospital,

on Strangways Tce, after a

smoke alarm was activated.

They found two smoke-logged

rooms after patients were safe-

ly evacuated by hospital staff.

Firefighters used breathing

apparatus and an imaging cam-

era to investigate the source.

There was no spread of fire.

A spokesman for the hospi-

tal confirmed a faulty aircon-

ditioner in a patient’s room

was to blame for the incident

and that patient had been

moved to another room.

“There was no risk to pa-

tients, staff or visitors and the

hospital is back to normal op-

erations,” he said.

A CHILD predator who plan-

ned to pay $400 to rape a girl in

Tennessee has been jailed fol-

lowing an investigation that

began in South Australia.

The inquiry by undercover

detectives at the SAPOL’s Spe-

cial Crimes Investigation

Branch along with Australian

Federal Police discovered Mi-

chael Anthony Carpenter, 29,

had set up an online account

containing child pornography.

The information was for-

warded to US Department of

Homeland Security investiga-

tors who followed it through.

As part of a police sting, Car-

penter contacted undercover

officers and expressed interest

in paying to have sex with a

child. He was arrested in Sevier

County when he arrived at a

prearranged location to rape a

nine-year-old girl he believed

would be supplied to him. 

“I want to thank u for doing

this sweety I never thought in a

million years I could live out my

fantasy,” Carpenter wrote in a

text to the undercover officer. 

In the US District Court on

Friday, Carpenter, who pleaded

guilty, was sentenced to 18

years’ jail. Anti-child exploi-

tation police units in SA and

Queensland have become glo-

bal leaders in finding and help-

ing prosecute paedophiles

around the world.

2005-06

$21,000  = 
14 COWS

2014-15 $139,0000  =  92 COWS

2008-09

$41,000  = 
27 COWS

2011-12

$97,000  = 
64 COWS

His water bill in the 2016-17 

�nancial year was still 

around the $140,000 mark.

An example from a farmer in the Coorong region showing 

how many cows it takes to pay a water bill. 

P h i l  H o f f m a n n  Tr a v e l  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  G r a n d 

P a c i f i c  To u r s  i n v i t e  y o u  t o  e n j o y  a  t a s t e  o f  N e w 

Z e a l a n d .  J u m p  o n b o a r d  t h e  K iw iConnec t i onNZ 

c o a c h  f o r  a  v i e w i n g  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  R u n d l e  M a l l .

S U N D AY  2 1 S T  J A N U A R Y   |   1 1 A M  -  5 P M

G a w l e r  P l a c e  N o r t h  C a n o p y ,  R u n d l e  M a l l

U N I Q U E  K I W I  P R E S E N TAT I O N 

1 5  m i n u t e  s h o r t  t a s t e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w i t h    

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a l k  t o  e x p e r t s ,  w i l l  r u n  e v e r y     

h a l f  h o u r  f r o m  1 1 a m .
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COORONG farmers ham-

mered by SA Water bills rising

300 per cent in the past seven

years are taking matters into

their own hands to water pre-

cious livestock.

Third-generation Meningie

cattle and crop farmer Ahmid

Van Den Brink spent $130,000

to install a desalination plant on

his farm to counter soaring

water bills.
“Our bill jumped and we

didn’t know when it was going

to stop,” Mr Van Den Brink

said. “We installed the plant

about 5½ years ago and I think

it’s about paid for itself.”

Water for his 400 cattle now

costs $0.65/kl using the desal

plant, compared with $3.24/kl

from SA Water.

Other properties are switch-

ing to sheep because they drink

less than cattle, while some are

paying to install pipes to pump

water from Lake Albert.

Such is the concern about

prices that the Coorong Water

Security Action Group is join-

ing forces with peak industry

group Livestock SA to cam-

paign for interest-free loans to

help farmers rid themselves of

massive water bills after the

March election.

“Households can install a

rainwater tank, but for live-

stock, it’s going to take more

than a tank,” cattle farmer

Henry Angas said.

“If parties are serious about

developing regional SA, this is a

way to do it.
“I think it would create a lot

more benefit than a lot of these

other harebrained schemes

they come up with.”

Mr Angas, who jointly fund-

ed his own pipeline to Lake Al-

bert with his neighbour, is

chairman of the Coorong action

group established to negotiate

ways for farmers to obtain off-

peak water at lower costs – but

talks have failed.

It leaves those farmers who

are tied to using mains water

battling rising bills. 

Mr Angas said they were

forced to pay $3300 yearly for

each megalitre used.

In contrast, irrigators can

buy a water licence for River

Murray water for a one-off cost

of $3200 to extract a megalitre

of water every year without

extra cost until the licence is

sold.
“In the past seven years,

there’s been a 300 per cent in-

crease in the cost of SA Water

bills,” Mr Angas said. “It’s diffi-

cult to absorb the costs.”

The average water bill for

400 to 500 cattle would be up to

$70,000, he said.

Livestock SA is expected to

name water costs as a key

issue in its pre-election cam-
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paigning. Chief executive An-

drew Curtis said it was crucial

for farmers to have more pro-

duction security.

“It’s just becoming prohibi-

tive for expansion,” Mr Curtis

said.
“Farmers can budget for CPI

increases, but when there are

outlandish increases, it has an

impact.”
An SA Water spokesman

said plans for a new Coorong

water transportation scheme

for farmers failed to meet key

criteria.

DRASTIC ACTION: Meningie 

farmer Ahmid Van Den Brink at 

one of the troughs that has 

desalinated water and, below, 

with some of his stock.
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Patients 
evacuated 
A FAULTY airconditioner

caused two rooms at a North

Adelaide hospital to fill with

smoke yesterday.

At 12.30pm, firefighters

were sent to Calvary Hospital,

on Strangways Tce, after a

smoke alarm was activated.

They found two smoke-logged

rooms after patients were safe-

ly evacuated by hospital staff.

Firefighters used breathing

apparatus and an imaging cam-

era to investigate the source.

There was no spread of fire.

A spokesman for the hospi-

tal confirmed a faulty aircon-

ditioner in a patient’s room

was to blame for the incident

and that patient had been

moved to another room.

“There was no risk to pa-

tients, staff or visitors and the

hospital is back to normal op-

erations,” he said.

A CHILD predator who plan-

ned to pay $400 to rape a girl in

Tennessee has been jailed fol-

lowing an investigation that

began in South Australia.

The inquiry by undercover

detectives at the SAPOL’s Spe-

cial Crimes Investigation

Branch along with Australian

Federal Police discovered Mi-

chael Anthony Carpenter, 29,

had set up an online account

containing child pornography.

The information was for-

warded to US Department of

Homeland Security investiga-

tors who followed it through.

As part of a police sting, Car-

penter contacted undercover

officers and expressed interest

in paying to have sex with a

child. He was arrested in Sevier

County when he arrived at a

prearranged location to rape a

nine-year-old girl he believed

would be supplied to him. 

“I want to thank u for doing

this sweety I never thought in a

million years I could live out my

fantasy,” Carpenter wrote in a

text to the undercover officer. 

In the US District Court on

Friday, Carpenter, who pleaded

guilty, was sentenced to 18

years’ jail. Anti-child exploi-

tation police units in SA and

Queensland have become glo-

bal leaders in finding and help-

ing prosecute paedophiles

around the world.
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how many cows it takes to pay a water bill. 
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Heritage meets 
modern design at 
Dickson Reserve
Tailem Bend’s beautiful public waterfront area  , Dickson 
Reserve, has continued its makeover during the past 
12 months. Council has been progressively fixing failing 
and outdated infrastructure at the reserve since the 
Millennium drought, and this year has replaced the 
aged shelter, installed a working barbecue, put in new 
picnic settings, fixed much of the slumped riverbank 
and concrete path and completed the resurfacing of the 
wharf to replace the buckled planking.

One of the other recent upgrades has been the design 
and installation of new bollards. These are a great 
replacement for the current bollards - and when buried at 
good depth are unlikely to move. Local profile cutter John 
Wicker (of Regional Profile Cutters) managed to adapt 
these with a creative design to blend with the heritage 
listed punt remnants and the nearby steel bins at the 
reserve. As you can see, John has done an incredible job, 
and special thanks should go to Council’s Community 
Facilities Coordinator Craig Cockshell who previously 
salvaged the old wooden planks from the wharf (knowing 
they would come in handy one day). The final design 
has blended the old and the new – a perfect reflection of 
Tailem Bend’s history and future.

Longer term, Council is also looking to increase the 
boating infrastructure at the reserve. This is in the early 
stages and relies on a range of processes and is subject 
to external grants and future budgets. However, if we can 
make this happen, it will provide increased opportunities 
for the community and visitors.

If you get a chance, head on down and take a look at the 
upgrades, we think you’ll be impressed.

Our annual Volunteer Recognition Event will be held 
on Thursday, 24 May this year at Coonalpyn, and we 
would love for all of our volunteers (and their loved 
ones) to join us for a luncheon on the day from 11.30am. 
Media personality Andrew ‘Cosi’ Costello will attend to 
entertain the crowd and help thank our local heroes for 
all of their exceptional work.

As part of the event, we will also announce the winner 
of the Coorong Unsung Hero Award. This award goes 
to a person who makes your community a better place 
to live. You can read the full terms and conditions and 
nominate people on our website (www.coorong.sa.gov.
au/volunteers).

We would also love to see your photos on the day. We’ll 
be presenting a slideshow at the luncheon, with images 
of our volunteers doing what they do best. 

To RSVP, submit your  
volunteer images,  
or obtain more  
information, contact  
our Community  
Development Officer  
Emily Arbon by  
emailing  
earbon@ 
coorong.sa.gov.au,  
or phone  
1300 785 277.

A day to celebrate our unsung heroes



Key dates
April to June

April

July

20

13

27

Bright and Breezy – 
Exhibition by Claudia 
Fisher:
– 29 June 2018
Meningie Gallery 
(Information Hub)

SALA exhibition
 – 12th September 2018
Coorong Gallery,  
Tailem Bend | Meningie 
Tintinara Council office

August
24 The Bend Supercars 

Supersprint Championship
The Bend Motorsport Park

SALA exhibition (official 
opening)
27th July 2018
Coorong Gallery,  
Tailem Bend

May
03

24

20

Microchipping Day
Tintinara Council Office

Volunteer Celebration & 
Recognition Event
Coonalpyn

Meningie Museum  
Open Day
Fiebig Road, Meningie

22 18-19 ABP community info 
sessions:
Tailem Bend  
(Coorong Civic Centre) 
Peake  
(Peake & District Sporting 
Club)

23 18-19 ABP community info 
sessions:
Tintinara  
(Customer Service Centre) 
Meningie (Information Hub)

June
09
17

Fine Tunes at the Park 
Lake Albert Caravan Park

Boating Information 
Special Permit and 
Licence Exam
Tailem Bend  
Community Centre

20 Food Safety Course
Tailem Bend Function 
Centre

27 Youth Mental Health  
First Aid
Tailem Bend Town Hall 

The making of Meningie 
exhibition “Winmun 
Meinanggun”
– 6th July 2018
Coorong Gallery,  
Tailem Bend

12

95-101 Railway Tce,
Tailem Bend SA 5260
www.coorong.sa.gov.au

council@coorong.sa.gov.au

1300 785 277

The Bend Motorsport Park 
has now completed its first 
successful month of national and 
international events, as thousands 
came to town in April for The 
Shannon’s Nationals; and the 
double header of motorcycling, 
including the Asia Road Racing 
and Australian Superbike 
Championships.

These events mark the beginning 
of an exciting calendar of events 
for South Australia’s new home of 
motorsport, Tailem Bend. 

For more information on the 
exciting events heading your way, 
please visit: www.thebend.com.au/
events

 
The Bend  
events
24 – 26 August
The Bend Supercars  
Supersprint Championship

Start gearing up NOW for…

Key dates
April to June


