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Confinement Feeding

Management Tool

• Reached ground cover targets in the paddock

• Save paddocks for lambing

• Defer grazing

• Reduce spread of weed seeds from purchased 

fodder

• Reduced energy required by livestock

• Mating in confinement
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Confinement Feeding Areas

water

500 sheep

500 sheep

500 sheep

50 m

50 m

trees

100m
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Management
• Group on preg status condition score, weight, 

shy feeders

• Slow grain introduction

• Day 1 - feed hay only

• Week 1 - feed 1 kg of extra hay

• Convert to grain & hay every second day

• Can convert to straw

• Minimise stress

• Adequate ration - check

Animal Health

• Vaccinations

• Worms

• Fly Strike Control

• Minerals & Vitamins

• Pregnancy Toxaemia

• Milk Fever (Hypocalcaemia) 

• Water – Quality & Quantity

• Coccidiosis, PEM or Star Gazing

• Campylobacter 
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• Metabolisable Energy

– MJ of ME

• Protein %

• Fibre %

– Recommendation; 20% hay or 15% straw

• Minerals & Vitamins

Ration

Feed budget

Mob Twins Number 400 Cost Per Head $82.64

Situation :65kg Ewe. Confinement Fed end January, Assume in CS 3.5 + when enter confinement. Lamb 1st April

Estimate: Hay 8.5 as fed & Barley 11.7 ME as fed

Weekly ration Oct Nov Dec 20th Jan 3-Feb 10-Feb 17-Feb 24-Feb 2-Mar 9-Mar 16-Mar 23-Mar 30-Mar 6-Apr 13-Apr 20-Apr May

Grain - 100% 

Barley Per head - kg per day 0.60 0.68 0.75 0.75 0.82 0.92 1.03 1.03 1.12 1.12 1.20 1.40 1.60 2.00

Per mob - kg per month or week 0 0 0 2640 1904 2100 2100 2296 2576 2884 2884 3136 3136 3360 3920 6400 24800

Per head - kg per day 0.50 0.50 0.50 0.50 0.50 0.50 0.50 0.50 0.50 0.50 0.50 0.50 0.50 0.50

Per mob - kg per month or week 0 0 0 2200 1400 1400 1400 1400 1400 1400 1400 1400 1400 1400 1400 2000 6200

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun

Barley 0 0 0 2.6 11.0 22.5 39.3 64.1 tonne total

Hay 0 0 2.2 7.8 13.4 19.6 25.8

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun

Barley 280 $0 $0 $0 $739 $3,091 $6,306 $11,014 $17,958

Hay 220 $0 $0 $0 $484 $1,716 $15,098 $15,098 $15,098

Total $0 $0 $0 $1,223 $4,807 $21,403 $26,112 $33,056

Hay 

Cumulative feed

Cumulative cost
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• Vaccination 

• Shear or crutch

• Gradually over 1-2 weeks

• Nitrate / Nitrites

• Keep hay and grain feeders out

– Avoid scouring and break in wool

• Grass tetany

Releasing back onto pastures

Take Care Of Yourself!!
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